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TT is a fine remark of Lord 


As wines, = 


Bacon, that, 


0 « which, at firſt Oe ang „ 
0 « gently, yield a more pleaſant > 
= taſte than thoſe, where the 
5G wine-preſs is hard wrought, 

« becauſe thoſe ſomewhat reliſh 

© of the ſtone and ſkin of the 
grape; ſo thoſe obſervations 
are moſt wholeſome and ſweet, 

5 which flow from Scriptures | 


08 gently 
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H PREFACE. 
e oently expreſſed, and naturally 
ce expounded, and are not wreſt- 
* ed or drawn aſide to common 
52 places, or controverſies „ 
OBSERVATIONS of this kind 


may certainly be made, to great 


advantage, on 5 Norical portions 
"of Scripture more eſpecially , 
ſince, as the ſame incompara- 5 
ble author tells us elſewhere, 
cc Knowlege drawn freſhly, and 
| cc as it were in our view, out of 

4 particulars, knows the way 
e heſt to particulars again: and 
* it hath much greater life for 


DF | Adrancement of Learning, Book Ix. 


oy practice, : 


PREFACE. 


7 practice, when the diſcourſe - 
cc attends upon the example, 


« than when the mee at- 


| » tends. upon the diſcourſe; 


4 Machiavel handled matters 7 i 
400 « policy and government, by diſ- 
* courſes of hiſtory and example Y 

taken from Livy *. The doc- 
trines and duties of Chriſtianity : 

are, in like manner, beſt deduced 
from the facts on which it is 


founded. The narration furniſh- 


eth both matter and method for 
the diſcourſe, which is read with 
pleaſure, and remembered with : 


caſe. 


» Advancement of Learning, Book VII. 


Hisrokv 


1 
= 
! 
1 
' 
, 
4 
19 
41 
1 
1 


„ PREPACE. 


H STORY and biography 


are frequently employed in the 
ſervice of error and vice. They 
may operate as effectually i in the 
recommendation of truth and 
virtue. Example ſhews truth as 
it were embodied ; and while it 
diſplays the excellency of virtue, . 
demonſtrates it's practicability. „ 
= The contemplation of faith, as 
16 diſcovereth itſelf in the lives 
ol patriarchs and prophets, apoſ- 
tles and ſaints, inclineth us to 
believe as they did; and the fight 
of frail mortals, like ourſelves, : 
Who, by the divine aſſiſtance, 
: ſurmounted all obſtruetions, and 


con- 


1 4 n EE ITY De 2. 7 o 
EO a Br; 


PREFACE. v 
continued to walk in the paths 
of righteouſneſs, naturally ſug- 


i geſteth to every beholder, the 
|. queſtion— What ſhould. hinder 


me from doing the ſame? 


OproRTUNITIES for ſuch ex- 
erciſes are continually afforded 
by the return of thoſe days, 
: whereon we commemorate the _ 
| heroic piety of ancient worthies, 
diſtinguiſhed in the annals of re- 
ligion ; whoſe ſtory. preſenteth 
us with occurrences, not, like 
thoſe related in ſecular hiſtories, 
of uſe only to politicians and 
generals, but univerſally intereſt= 
ing; ; inſtructing us in the art of 
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vi PREFACE. 


5 governing the little kingdom N 
within; of atchieving the great- 
eſt conqueſts, and gaining the 
moſt glorious victories; ſince 
« Better is he that WY his 
4 ii than he that taketh a 
e teaching us how to live i 

the life, and die the death of 
the righteous; 3. twofold taſk, 
which every man hath upon his 
hands, and in the performance 
of which he cannot fail, but at 
the hazard of ſomething more 
5 valuable than crowns and ceptres: 
Tux author of the following . 
Conjid derations was directed, in the 
choĩce of his . by the 
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PREPACE. 
clecumiiations: of his frantic; 
ſome parts of them having been 
delivered from the pulpit, as o - 
caſion called for them, in the : 
chapel of St. Mary Magdalen 5 


7 College, upon the anniverſary of 
the nativity of St. John the Bap- 55 


1 tit, before a learned and moſt 
=o reſpectable audience. The fa- 5 


vourable manner, in which chey 
were then heard, hath encouraged | 
him to reviſe, enlarge, and di- 
geſt them into their preſent. 
form. The reader hath now 
before him a compleat hiſtory 
: of the Baptiſt, extracted from the 
Evangeliſts, and methodized ac- 
5 b 2 5 cording 
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Fe 


vii PREFACE, 
cording to the order of time, in 
| which the events appear to have 
happened; ; with ſuch obſervations 
and reflections, as the ſeveral parts 
of it ſeemed to ſuggeſt, for the 
confirmation of faith, and the 
oy advancement of holineſs. | : | 
"AW. attentive. peruſal. of the 
= Frog pages may, it is 
hoped, be of ſervice to he 
younger ſtudents in theology, 
with a view to whom, and to 
thoſe more particularly of the 
Society, whoſe welfare and proſ— 
perity the author is bound by 
every tie to conſult and promote, 
as they \ were at firſt compoſed, ſo 


they 
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examples of temperance and pus 
rity, zeal and knowlege, integrity 

and conſtancy, to preach Repen- 

| tance, and proclaim Salvation. 
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PREFACE. ix 


43 are now publiſhed; e, 
beholding the glories which di- 
play themſelves in the exalted „ 
= character here offered to their 5 
1 inſpection, they may be fired 

: with a noble ambition to bear 
their teſtimony to the beſt of 
maſters, and, from a well ſpent 
retirement, come forth bright 


[| | SECTION I. 
= YONSIDERATIONS an the 


nativity of St. John, and the 
15 crenlancs that attended i! it. 0 1 


SECTION II. 
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. Conf derations on the nativity if Dy f 
John, and the nas hr 


attended i. 
2 I E. lights of the F 


natural ſyſtem, | are not 


all of equal magnitude and luſtre. 
In the church, as in the EO | 


| tual, like thoſe of the 
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= > Conf derations on the Life 10 Death 
Seer. I. 


cc gone ſtar differeth from eder 


e glory. Each contri- 
buteth its ſhare towards diſſipating 
the darkneſs with which we are 


ſurrounded ; but ſome, by their 


ſuperior ſplendor, immediately at- 
tract and dazzle the eye of the 
beholder. Conſpicuous, above 


Others, is the character of St. John 
the Baptiſt, that br ight precurſor 8 
of the ſun, and harbinger of the 


morning, who aroſe to give notice 
of Meſſiah's approach, and to pre- 


pare the world for his reception. 


Burning, and ſhining, he ran his 


Courſe, Proclaiming to the inha- 
bitants of the earth, Repent, 


« for the kingdom of heaven is at 
hand; in other words, The 


c night is far ſpent, the day is at 


40 hand; calt off therefore the 


works 


of St. Jenn the Barrisz. 


„ works of darkneſs, and put on 
the armour of light“. Awake, 
"66: thou that ſleepeſt, and ariſe | 
from the dead, and Chriſt ſhall 
give thee light +,” 


"Pu xrox | is ever valuable i in pro- 


; portion to the judgment and 1 in- | 
tegrity of him who beſtoweth it; 


B and the panegyric is truly "SHINES 
$ able, when the panegyriſt 18 one 5 
| who will not flatter, and who 
; cannot be deceived. How then 
ſhall we raiſe our thoughts to 
conceive adequately of a perſon, 
whoſe encomium was ſpoken by 
the Son of God; and concerning 
whom that Son of God declared, 


Among them that are born of 


* "Raj, a. 12. * Ephef, v. 4. = 


women there hath not ariſen 4 


A 2. « greater 7 
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me Conf derations on the Life and Death 


ll sscer. I. greater than John the Baptiſt *, ” 
—_ After this declaration made by the 
JVC the diſciples cannot well 
9 be hyperbolical in their praiſes of 
ay St. John, as the great pattern of 
repentance; the relation of Chriſt; 
: the friend of the bridegroom ; the 
= beerald of the king immortal; the 
fi ge glory of faints, and the) Joy of the 
{1 || world. N - 
It is Gerede that the Bap- = = 
tiſt's nativity is the only one (that 
of Chriſt excepted) which the 
church has thought proper to cele- 
brate. The days appointed for | 
the commemoration of other ſaints | 
are generally thoſe on which they 
reſpectively ceaſed from their la- 
bours, and entered into their ever- 
ſting reſt; the day of a gd | 


4 Matt, xi. 11. | 
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man's 


2 


of Se, Joun the Barrisr. 


| ® Luke f. 66. 


15 5 


man's death being indeed che day ster. I. 
of his birth, and this world no 
more than the womb in which he 
is formed and matured for his ad- 
miſſion into a better, where there 
is neither crying nor pain. But 
the nativity of St. John being 
deſigned, by the remarkable inci- 
dents that accompanied it, to turn 
the eyes of men towards one who 
was far greater; one, the latchet 
of whoſe ſhoes he confeſſed him- 
ſelf not worthy to unlooſe; the 
church keeps a day ſacred to it, 
and directs us to begin our medi- 
tations by conſidering, as all Judea 
did, when it happened, what 
manner of child *” that ſhould 
be, which was 0 e 
born. e | 
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Sscr. I. 
pn, * number, weight, and meaſure, 55 
bringeth every event to paſs in its 

proper ſeaſon. The time ap- 
proached which had been decreed 
in the counſels of the Moſt High, 
foretold by the Prophets, and ar- 
dently defired by holy men of old, 
| when the Son of God ſhould be | 
manifeſted, to redeem his people 
from Gel. and to lead them in 
the path of life. As this redemp- 
tion was not to be effected by 
fleſhly might and power, the ſpi- 
ritual king of Iſrael choſe to make 
his appearance, when the houſe af ©; 
David was like a root buried in 
the earth; and therefore his fore- 
runner was born * in the days of 
_ ' Herod the ling“ ” 3 when 


Conferations on v the Lifea and Death - 


He whoſe works are all wrought 


. 


. 
nr 


ING LE 
Kt „ie een 


of. ” Jony the Bir riss. ö 


5 " his countrymen. were under a fo- Seer: * 
reign juriſdiction, and the proſpecrt 
on all ſides was gloomy. True 
indeed it is, that the ſacred lamp 
went not out in the temple, where 
the good old Simeon and the de- 
vout Anna ſerved God inſtantly 5 
with faſtings and prayers, and 
waited, as many others did, with | 
_ earneſt expectation, for the conſo- 
lation of Iſrael, They were not 
diſcouraged by the groſs darkneſs 
which then covered the earth, but 
rather concluded from thence, that 
the dawn of day could not be far 
off; as the mercies of heaven 
generally come when man moſt 
wants, and, humanly ſpeaking, 


has leaſt ground to hope for them; . 


to the end that he may with thank- 


fulneſs receive the benefit, and 
with. 
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| Conferatio on the Lie and Death 5 


ser. 7. with humility give God the glory. 
FD And this may be an uſeful leſſon 


to thoſe who ſhall live in the latter 
days of the Gentile church, which 
are to precede the ſecond advent of 
_ Chriſt; when they will behold the 
: religion of Chriſtians degenerated 


into an empty form, and their 
zeal and love frozen at the foun- | 


tain; when daily multiplying he- 


5 reſies. like the frogs in Egypt, | 
hall infeſt and contaminate all | 


things; when infidelity ſhall rage 
and ſwell, and iniquity of every 
kind ſhall abound. Sights like 
theſe may confound and ſtagger 
| thoſe who ſhall then be ignorant 
of the Scriptures, and weak in 
faith. But an acquaintance with 


T : the divine diſpenſations will turn 


them i Into io n „ for 
| the 15 


of Dy Jonn the Bayriar, 4 


the truth of revelation, and the Secr. 5 . : | 
approach of the day of God, 1 of 
When theſe dane dee e 
* come to paſs; then look up, 2 
and lift up your heads, for your 
« redemption draweth nigh * :” 
then be found, with Simeon and 
Anna, in the temple, waiting M 
the conſolation of Iſrael. : 1 
| Wren we read of men, who LIT 
| have done good in their genera «| 
tions, and ſhone as lights in the 
| world, curioſity naturally leads us 
to enquire after their connections? 
and relations, and eſpecially after i 
the happy perſons choſen to be 

the inſtruments of conveying ſuch —_ 1 f 
bleſſings to the church The 
e account of Zacharias —— 

— 9 Luke xxi. 28. 


| B TI |": 


10 2 on the Lift and Death 


szer. I. and Elizabeth i is conciſe, but com- 
CO prehenſive. He was © a prieſt of 
the courſe of Abia,” ſhe was 
„ of the daughters of Aaron,” 
and © they were both righteous 
before God, walking in all the 
* commandments and ordinances 
of the Lord, blameleſs *.” The 
courſe of Abia was the eighth in 
order of the twenty four courſes 
of prieſts appointed to relieve each 
other in the ſervice of the temple, 
where, during their miniſtration, 
they reſided in the chambers al- 
| lotted them for that purpoſe ; that 
ſo, being ſequeſtered from the 
cares and pollutions of the world, 
: they might 4 wait on the Lord 
* without diſtraftion,” performing 


* Luke i. f. . 
the 
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* 
the outward ceremonies of the law, ster. 1. 
and exerciſing their faith in the 
contemplation of thoſe heavenly 
things ſhadowed out by them. 
This holy office Zacharias, in the 
worſt of times, adorned and beau- 
tified with a correſpondent holineſs. 
of life. The ſpirit of the ſanQtuary 
_ reſted upon him, and manifeſted 
itſelf in the fruit of righteouſneſs; 

W- righteouſneſs, which exceeded 
that of the Scribes and Phariſees, 
approving itſelf in the ſight of 

God, to whom are known the 
” ſecrets of the heart, as well as In 
that of men, who are witneſſes 

only of the external deportment. 

Through the ſtrength of this ſpirir, 

he walked in the path of an uni- 

form obedience, an invariable ob- 
| ſerver of thoſe ordinances which 

35 „„ were | 
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12 Conf derations on the Life e and Death 


srer. I. were at that time the ſacramenta | 
. means and pledges of pardon and 
acceptance, through faith in Him, 
of whoſe advent he was a devout | 
expectant. From ſuch a father, 
and a mother worthy of him, who _ 

graced the line of Aaron by a like 
inviolable ſanctity of manners, was 
the Baptiſt to deſcend; that tze 
Jews might have no poſſible obba | 1 

jection againſt him; that he might Þ 
be a proper forerunner of one, who i 
was to make all the world in love | 
with the beauty of holineſs; that 
it might appear wherein true nobi- 
Y . ty of birth conſiſteth, namely, in 3 
* a deſcent from perſons conſecrated | £7 
to the ſervice of God, and of an 
| exemplary piety; and laſtly, to 
aſſure us, that on the heads of | ©« 
thoſe, who to a holy profeſſion add PF 72S 
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1 holy life, will, ſooner or later, Srer. 1. 
deſcend the choiceſt bleſſings which 
heaven hath to . on rn ſons 8 
omen”. 1 
Byr let not ſuch be impatient, bt 
becauſe thoſe bleſſings are for a 
. who ſends 
them, beſt knows the proper time 
of ſending them; and often ſees it 
neceſſary, for many reaſons, to 
exerciſe the faith and patience of 
his ſervants; who may always reſt 
ſatisfied, that in due ſeaſon he will 
bring every thing to paſs, which 
will conduce to their true welfare. 
The ſcripture, having witneſſed of 
Zacharias and Elizabeth, that 
« they were both righteous before 
« God, walking in all the com- 
„ mandments and ordinances of 
. the Lord blameleſs,” proccedeth, 
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14 Conf derations on the Life and Death > 


sxcr. I. in the very next words, to inform 

us, that © they had no child, be- 
( & cauſe that Elizabeth was barren, | 
© and they were both well ſtricken | 
ein years.“ They, who ſtand | 
higheſt in the favour of God, may, | 
therefore, during the greateſt part 

of their lives, want the external 

and viſible marks of it, and lie 


under the burden of © reproach 
among men 4,“ as was the caſe 5 
of childleſs women in Judea. But | 


| theſe two pious perſons, when | 
their condition, in this reſpect, 
| ſeemed deſperate, were upon the 
eve of felicity. For of parents at 
their time of life John was to be 
born; that ſo the miraculous man- 
ner of his birth might excite the 
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it ſhould be heard in the wilder- 


neſs; and alſo, that it might 
prepare them for that great e- 
vent which was taking place, as 
the prophet Iſaiah had foretold; 
„A virgin ſhall conceive, and 
bear a ſon.” In circumſtances 
| parallel with thoſe of St. John, 
were born, of old, Iſaac, and 
Joſeph, and Sampſon, and Sa- 
muel, all of them illuſtrious fore- 
runners of Meſſiah, in one or other 
of his three characters, propheti- 
cal, ſacerdotal, or regal. And 
did not God intend, by ſo often 
cauſing © the barren woman to 
keep houſe, and to become a 
* Joyful mother of children,” to 
make that power known, by which 


Mp: 
: attention of mankind, and * ger. . 5 


them to liſten to his voice, when 


"hs - 


Conſe arrations on the Life and Death : 


- the incarnation of the Redeemer : 
and the fruitfulneſs of his church 
| were to be effected in the latter 
days, when, according to St. Paul, 
the prophetical injunction of Iſaiah 
was obeyed, „Sing, O barren, | 
thou that didſt not bear; break 
e forth into ſinging, and cry aloud, 
« thou that didſt not travel with 5 
. i 
H, who is 04064 in . 
charging with fidelity the duties 
of his calling, takes the ſureſt way 
to obtain the continuation and 
increaſe of his heavenly Maſter's | 
favours. A ſon was promiſed to 
Zacharias, „While he executed 
the prieſt's office before God,” 
as the ritual of the church en- 
joined, in the order of his : 


- © Iſai. liv. i. Gal, iv. 27. 
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« ſpirit of the ſacred miniſtry, as 


* before God, and under his imme- 
© mediate inſpection 3 to perform 
© them in order, in his proper ſta- 


« tion, without ambitiouſly ſeek- 


« ing an higher; to do nothing 


1 1 


merely 


OF. 
4 courſe, and according to the cuſ- Secr, I. 
The reflection 6 
pious writer upon this circum- 
ſtance is no leſs juſt than beautiful. 
One prieſt alone,” fays he, in- 
tent on his duty, who diffuſes 
ee the ſweet ſavour of Chriſt, and 

l js conſtant in prayer, draws down 
Lon the people more bleſſings than 

5 a great number of negligent ; 

< prieſts. A man ought,” con- 

tinues he, © to diſcharge. all the 

„ eccleſiaſtical functions with the | 
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18 Conf. derations on the Life and Death 
Srcr. I. 6 merely of his own will, but to 
( obſerve the well eſtabliſhed cuſ- 


e Joms, as being the neceſſary ſe- 


„ curities of peace. This is the — 


truth which theſe ſhadows pre- 
« figured, and theſe the ipod 
« tions worthy a miniſter of the true 
"” "Temper, which is the church *.“ 
Tux annuntiation of the Bap- 
kids conception happened at the 
time of incenſe, when his father, 
having put on the robe of honour, 
and being clothed, like the great 
Mediator whom he perſonated, 
with the garments of glory and 
beauty, entered into the temple, 
while the whole congregation of 
the : people, aſſembled without, ſent 


* Father Queſnel's Moral Reflect ons 
on the New Teſtament. 1 
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up their united prayers to be ac- SEcT. I. 


rias, as he was executing his office 


* Heb. | vii. 11. 


C2 neareſt 


tn UP 0 


in the temple; that being the place 
to which thoſe bleſſed ſpirits, when 
they vilit theſe lower regions, ever 
delight to reſort, as bearing the 


cepted at the throne of . 


| through the interceſſion which was 
then making for them by the levi- 
tical prieſt, acting i in the name of 
him who was to © ariſe after the 
order of Melchiſedek, and not 
to be called after the order of 
Aaron “.“ While the joint pray- _ 
ers of prieſt and people were thus 
offered up with the blood of 
ſprinkling, and the ſweer-ſmelling 
_ favour of the holy incenſe, an an- 
gel ſuddenly appeared to Zacha- 
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sxer. I. neareſt reſemblance to the happy 
OE: manſions from which they deſcend. 
Bur whether it be, that the 
glory of celeſtial ſpirits overpowers 
the faculties of human nature, or 
that man, conſcious of having inn 
ned againſt heaven, naturally trem- 
bles at the ſight of a meſſenger 
from thence, we find, the appear- 
ance of an angel had the ſame ef-. 
fect upon Zacharias, the bleſſed 
virgin, and the ſhepherds : they 
were all ſore afraid.” Their 
minds muſt be firſt compoſed, and 
put into a capacity of receiving 
the heavenly tidings brought them 
by the good angels, who, like 
good men, manifeſt themſelves by 


the gracious and encouraging man- 


ner of their addreſs, and having 
removed all miſconceived appre- 
: henſions, 
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N proceed to inſtruct and Szer. * 
comfort thoſe to whom they are 
ſent. Fear not, Zacharias, for 
| <« thy prayer is heard, and thy 15 
wife Elizabeth ſhall bear thee a 
Son *. Zacharias had prayed 

for the redemption of Iſrael by 
MeMah, and therefore was ä 

noured by being made, in a Won: — | 

derful manner, the father of his 

illuſtrious forerunner. The prieſt I 
| was anxious for the welfare of the : 

church, and the man was bleſſed _ 70 
in his own private concerns. He FR 
ſeought © firſt the kingdom of God, 1 

. and his righteouſneſs,” and the 14 
bleſſing of a ſon was © added unto e 

him.“ —“ Thy wife Elizabeth „5 

6 * ſhall bear thee a fon, and thou 0 f 


een 7 «oe 


. | 
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Conf datos; on the Life and Death 


Ster. I, « ſhalt call his name Jonun,” that 
z,, being interpreted, the grace, or 
git; © and many ſhall rejoice at 
« his birth :” not only thou ſhalt 
rejoice, and Elizabeth with thee, 
at the birth of a fon fo long 
| deſpaired of, and ſuch a ſon too, 
but it ſhall be matter of joy, at 
the time, to all who look for re- 
demption; and afterwards, thou- 
ſands and millions ſhall rejoice At. 
the remembrance of it ; the day 
| ſhall be kept as a feſtival through- Pf 
out all generations; with joy and |} 
gladnefs ſhall it be kept, thankſ- 1 
giving and the voice of melody. | 
Encouraged by the example of | 
Zacharias, let the prieſts, the mi- | 
niſters of the Lord, be never weary | 
of waiting for his loving kindneſs 
in the midſt of his temple. Let it | 
V—¶ os 1 be q 
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be the delight of their lives to ex- Seer. L 
ecute their e every one in that 
order and ſtation in which he is 
placed. So will God make them 
to hear of joy and gladneſs, and 

: orant them to behold the ſucceſs of 
their labours for the converſion of 
ſinners, and the edification of his 


people. The church, like Eliza- = 


Luke i. 58. 


beth, ſhall bring forth fruit in her 
old age, and her friends ſhall re- 
joice greatly, when they hear that 
the Lord hath Thewed mercy on 

A SS _ 
Disæra usr of Providence, and” 
the accompliſhment of i it's deſigns, 
when appearances are on the other 
ſide, will ſometimes invade the 
hearts of the beſt of men; and 


Zacharias 
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Conf derations on the Life and Death 
Zacharias himſelf ſo far partook 


of the incredulous ſpirit which at 
that period had poſſeſſed the fyna- 


gogue, chat he © ſought after a 
< ſign,” —< Whereby ſhall I know 

ce this? For I am an old man, 
and my wife well ſtricken in 
« years.” How different, in a 


parallel caſe, was the behaviour 


of his father Abraham, of which 
St. Paul has left us the following 
_ exalted deſcription. —** Who a- 


« oainſt hope believed in hope, 


« that he might become the father 
of many nations, according to 


< that which was ſpoken, So ſhall | 
ce thy ſeed be. And being n 


<« weak in faith, he conſidered 5 
„ his own body now dead, neither 


W ſtaggered not at the promiſe 


0e yet the deadneſs of Sarah's womb. ; 


of 
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« of God through unbelief, but srer. Fr 

« was ſtrong in faith, g giving glory 

to God, and being fully perſuad- 

« ed, that what he had promiſed _ .- 
he was able alſo to perform *.” -F 
The demand of Zacharias, how- _ 1 

ever, was complied with, c 1 
ſign was granted him i in the puniſh- 

ment of his unbelief. The uſe of 
that tongue, which, inſtead of 

giving glory to God, had been 
employed in raiſing objections, 

was taken from him, "and a ſilence x 

of ſome months was impoſed as a |\ 

- penance for the abuſe of ſpeech . | 

Nom. iv. 18 


+ Conticeſcere paulatim oportuit m- _ 
| Þ > 6 1 ö © | { &Þ 4 
ne Levitici apparatis Choragium, quod 74 


ominoſo hoc Sacerdotis ſilentio preſigura- 
tum eſt; ut ſola Meſſiæ docentis et bene- 
dicentis vox in Ecclefii audiretur. Withi | 1 
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Conf derations on the Life and Death 


Bur when the wonderful child 


was born, who, even before his 
birth, entered upon his propheti- 


cal office, and gave teſtimony to 
his Saviour in the womb, then 


declaring, by his exultation, what 
he afterward did by words, “ge- 
hold the Lamb of God;” and 
Zacharias had acknowledged S = 
GIFT of God, by directing that 
his name ſhould be Joan; then 
the mouth of the father was open- x 


cd; and to ſhew us the proper 


employment of the tongue, when 

heaven. grants the uſe of it, age 
„ praiſed God. » Faith reſtored RK 

what incredulity had taken away; | 


« he believed, and therefore he 


« ſpake.“ And his heart having 


; been prepared, by filence and re- 


tirement, for the reception of ce- 
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leſtial influences, he was now der . 
« filled with the Holy Ghoſt, 
and brake forth into that divine 


hymn, which ſhall be the — 
; val the next ſection. „„ 
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1 MON G6 the e 
nature, which notify the re- - 


turn of ſpring, no one is more 


pleaſing, than the exchange of a 


long and melancholy ſilence, for 


that melody which then reſound- 
eth on every ſide of us, in the 


woods and fields. Solomon hath 


not forgotten this circumſtance, in 


his ſhort but lovely deſcription of 


that delightful ſeaſon. © Lo, the 


winter is paſt, the rain is over 


5 and gone, the flowers appear on 


. 


E 95. Jonx the BayrTior. 


| 29 ” 
« the earth, this time of the ſing- rer. I. 5 


« ing of birds 18 come, and the Win 


voice of the turtle is heard in 
« our land *.” The advent of 
: Meffiah was announced, in à ſi- 


milar manner, to the church; and 


ve may ſay of it, in the words of: 
the Roman poet, which, like thoſe 
of Caiaphas, contained much more 

than he was aware of, who urtered Fs 


them, 


| Aſpice, e venturo lztentur ut omnia feclo OS 


b or now, he e bleſſed virgin bo. mag- 


* nifieth the Lord, and her {piric 


* rejoiceth in God her Saviour :* 


the father of the Baptiſt © blefſeth 


1 « rhe Lord God of Iſrael, for 


* Cant, ii. 16. 


« « having 5 


© 26 one ” 
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| Corf derations on the Life and Death 


Seer: 1. 60 having viſited and redeemed his 


ce people: 75 the angels themſelves 


deſcend in full choir, to perform 

an anthem in honour of their Lord 

and ours: and old Simeon cloſeth 
all with his affecting farewell to 
the world; © Lord, now letteſt 

t thou thy ſervant depart in peace, ; 

according to thy word; for DRE 


GP eyes have ſeen thy ſalvation.” 


Thus did all “ break forth into 
joy, and ſing together, becauſe 


oo the Lord had comforted his 
people, and redeemed Jeruſa- 


* lem ;” becauſe the ſun of righte- 
calle. by his viſitation of the 
earth, was putting a period to * 


dreary winter, and introducing, in 


it's ſtead; a new and more glorious 


ſpring. And as ſpring is the mory- 


ing of the year, Cowley's addreſs 


F 
7 
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to the material light, which is but sxer. I. 
a faint copy, may be applied to e 


the great original himſelf; 


When thou lift'ſt up thy radiant bend 


Out of the morning's purple bed, 
Thy choir of birds about thee flaw. 


And all the joyful world falutes the Z 


riſing day. 


Tux hymn which v we are at t pre- 


ſent to conſider, is that of N 


. The occaſion on which it 
was indited, was the birth of St. 


John: the ſubject is the covenant 
| of grace in Chriſt Jeſus : the lan- 
| guage is that of the Old Teſta- 


ment, old terms being transferred 
to new things: the ſpeaker is a 


prieſt and a prophet, full of 


» the Holy Ghoſt.“ 


Bonne 
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| Confdrato ons on the Life * Death * 


'DurinG a tedious interval of 


5 ” Glence, Zacharias had beheld the 


accompliſhment of the divine pro- 


| miſe to himſelf; and he knew 
likewiſe, that the Suviour of man- 
kind would ſoon be born of his 


relation, the virgin Mary. We 


may judge, therefore, what pain 
and grief he felt, while reſtrained |} 
from uttering that © good matter,” 


of which his heart was ſo full, 


that when at length God ſaw fit to 
remove the mound, it burſt forth 
at once in an impetuous and irre. 
ſiſtible torrent of thankſgiving ; 


T3 Bleſſed be the Lord Gerd of 


Iſrael, for he hath wif ted and 
redeem ed his Jes ple “. 


— G Luke i i. es, Se. 
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done it, when they were in afflic- 


tion and captivity. But /o to viſit 
and redeem, was not all that he 
intended to do for his choſen. _ 
Through things temporal he was 
deſirous that they ſhould look at 
things eternal, and carry on their 
views from a bodily to a ſpiritual 
: Redemption, in which all his 
counſels terminated; a Redemp- 
tion to be effected by” his Viſiting 
mankind, dwelling among them in 
| a tabernacle of fleſh, and in that TS 
tabernacle offering up the true 
_ propitiatory ſacrifice ; a Redemp- 
tion that ſhould extend to Gentiles 
as well as Jews, and of both make 
one People, a new Iſrael, of which 
ee eee, 


E 


Ir was no new ching for © the Shes I. 11 
„ God of Ifrael” to © viſit and re- OM; | 
deem his people.“ He had often 
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evermore. How gracious this Vi- 
How aſtoniſhing this 
Redemption ! ! © Bleſſed be the 
« Lord God of Iſrael, for he hath 
« viſited and redeemed his people,” 


” 2. 4d hath raiſed up an 1 e 
OO ſalvation for us, in the _— 


5 615 ſervant David. 


1s the Old T eſtament, we read 
continually of Saviours and Deli- 
verers © raiſed up” by God, to 
reſcue his people, from time to 
time, out of the hands of their 
But of them we may 


oppreſſors. 


ſay, as the Apoſtle does of the 
 Levitical prieſts, * They were not 
"6 ſullered to continue, by reaſon 

1 2 
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of death *.” And therefore, we Sger. I. {91 
may argue in one caſe, as he doth ORE” 
in the other, that no one of them . | 
could be the true Saviour of Ifrael, — 
the ſubject of the promiſes. Nei- ; | 
ther Moſes, who brought them out : 
of Egypt, nor Joſhua, who ſettled 2 
them in Canaan, was * He iht 
« ſhould come,” but they were 
ſtill to © look for another,” And 
ſo on, through the whole calendar 
of temporal ſaviours, who, like 
the legal miniſters, “ ſerved only, | 
by their wars and victories, „to f | 
the example and ſhadow of hea- 
« yenly things.” The body, or 


{ubſtance, in either inſtance, ** was 1 
of Ohriſt.“ For . who aroſe 1 
„ Prieſt for ever,“ aroſe alſo - 


” Heb, vil, 635 
k 2 
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sxer. IT, « 4 King immortal ;” a mighty 
Horn, or Power . fabvntion 1 

72 Moſes, to deliver us from this 
preſent evil world; a Joſhua, to 
put us in poſſeſſion of the 2 
Canaan; in ſhort, every thing, to 
fill up every prefigurative x erg 
ter. This mighty Saviour, this 
omnipotent king of Iſrael, God 
raiſed up © in the houſe of his 

<« ſervant David, as he had pro- 
miſed, that of the fruit of his 
Bo body according to the fleſh, he 
 « would raiſe up Chriſt to fit on 
c his throne *.“ And to this agree 
the words of the angel, at the an- 
nuntiation, “ The Lord God ſhall 

« give unto him the throne of his 

<« father David, and he ſhall reign 


* Pſalm exxxile 11. AQ fi. 30. 


« for 
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for ever -arid ever over the houſe SECT, I. 


« of Jacob, and of his Non LEY ; 
00 there mall be no end *, woe”: | 


3. i bs enitt the mouth 
of His holy prophets, which 
have been ſince the 1 
began.— : 


1 a matter of ſo great ca. 
| quence as man's redemption, God 
left not the world without in- 


formation, from the beginning: fo Fl 
that wherever we find ignorance, it Fr 


muſt be charged to the account of 

man, as having rejected, and not "44 
to that of his Maker, as having e. 24 
nied the neceſſary means of inſtru — = 
tion. We ice the Chriſtian church 
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ster. I. now ſupported, in her belief of 
e Meſſiah's ſecond advent, on which — 
all her hopes are fixed by the di. 
courſes of the Apoſtles, as the an- w 
cient church was ſupported in her | <1 
belief of his firſt advent, by the dil. 
courſes of the Prophets. There is 
no more difficulty in one caſe, than 
in the other. The ancients lived 
in faith, and ſo do we. They died 
in faith, © not having received the 
<« promiſes,” and fo muſt we: for 
chounh fone poet are fulfilled, — 
yet others are not, nor can be, in tic 


© 
— 


| this world. Our knowlege is not | ar 
the leſs certain, nor our faith, built 2 
upon it, the leſs firm, becauſe we en 
have not exact and adequate no- 1 N 
tions of the manner of Chriſt's We: 


coming, the circumſtances gt the” b "8.1 
laſt judgment, and the glory that | pc 
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is to follow. The Facts are ſuf. 8207. I, 
ficiently predicted; for an idea f 


3 * 7 n 


N yy dee eb ty * 
175 2 e r e , 5 


the Mode we muſt be contented to 
wait, till faith ſhall give place to 
ſight. And let the ſame obſerva- 
tion be applied to the Patriarchs 1 
and Ifraelites. 5 


4. —That we ſhould be Aw : 


from our enemies, and td] ; 


the hand of all that hate Us. 


b Tux Een and the "RO £2 
3 tion, here intended by Zacharias, 
5 are, without doubt, ſpiritual. Such _ 
1 2 ſalvation therefore, from ſuch 
enemies, God © promiſed by the 
mouth of his holy prophets 
1 which have been ſince the world 
| © began.“ When he faved his 
people of old from their enemies, 
And 
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| Seer. II. and from the hand of all that | 
hated them, his mercy ſo diſplayed 8 
woas a figure for the time then pre- 
ſent, a pledge and earneſt of eter- 
nal redemption as if he had ſaid, | 
Te ſhall ſee greater things than | 
© theſe.” And the pſalms, for- | 
merly compoſed to celebrate the | 
deliverance of Iſrael from Egyp- 13 
tian and Babylonian captivities, 
are now uſed, by the church Chriſ- 
tian, to praiſe God for ſalvation 
from ſin, death, and Satan: they 
are ſung xEW in the kingdom 9 
Meſſiah. Old things are paſſcd 
© away, behold all things are be- 
„ come new:“ legal figures are 
vaniſhed, and the terms employed 
do deſcribe them are transferred to 
evangelical truths. When tlie pro- 


” phets compoled palms on occaſion 
e of Df 
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of temporal deliverances, they srer. U. 
looked forward to a future ſpiri- So bf 
tual ſalvation; as Zacharias, in 
his hymn, the ſubject of which is 
aà ſpiritual vation. looks back, 
: 40 has a reference to paſt tempo- 80 


ral deliverances. 


8 


— V EA I 


5. To perform the mercy promi- 
ſed to our fathers, and to re- 
member his holy covenant — 


Tur « merey promiſed to our 

« fathers” was, therefore, a a ſpiri- 
tual mercy ; and the © covenant” 

made with them was a goſpel co- 

venant; for otherwiſe, God could 
not be ſaid, by raiſing up Chriſt, 
to have © performed that mercy,” 
and “ remembered that covenant.” 
Accordingly, we are elſewhere told, 
VV»ꝛ We: the 


Conſiderations on the Life and Death | 


Ser. I. « the Goſpel was preached to. 


__ ——— — eu a — 


Abraham * ;” and the covenant 
made with bim is ſtyled the 
( covenant of God in Chriſt +. = 
The Goſpel, then, was prior to 
the law, and was the patrimony 
of all the children of Abraham. 
„The law, which was four hun- 


e dred and thirty years after, 


r 1 ˙— II v OR) . ö 2 


whatever might be it's intention, 
could not diſpoſſeſs them of this 


their inheritance; it could not 
« diſannul the covenant, and make _ 
the promile of none effect.“ But 
it, on the contrary, it was deſign- 
ed to keep up, and further the 
knowlege of them ; if it was a 
ſtanding prophecy ; if it was © a 
9M ! by it 8 elements 


by Gal. Wi, 8. : 4 Ibid. 17. 
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earthly things 


f $1. Jon the B . 


25 fields and vineyards,” ” forgetting 


= or neglecting better things, as men 
. are apt to do, who are bleſſed with 
| proſperity in this preſent world. 
But when they did fo, they did 
wrong : 5 prophets were ſent to re- 
prove 


1 


training up and conducting it's Secr. IT. 
ſcholars © to Chriſt ;” then cerW 
tainly nothing was wanting on the 
part of God. The Jews minded 
; but to infer from. 
thence, that they were never taught 
the knowlege of things heavenly, 
would be a method of arguing too 
hazardous to be ventured upon; 
ſince, from the behaviour of many, 
who profeſs the Chriſtian religion, 
it might as fairly be concluded, 
that heir Maſter promiſed nothing 
but © loaves and fiſhes.” Hraehtes 
might ſet their hearts too much on 
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Seer. Il. prove the error, and judgments 9 8 
convince them, that Canaan wy 3 OO 
| not the end of the © covenant,” | «© 
; __ Nor a plentiful harveſt © the mer- B 
| m ey Fee „„ i ” 


V oath which he [ to 
1 5 forefather Abraham - — 


. ne 0 — 0 re - 
— 


OD Tas amazing ontario of © 
3 God in vouchſafing, for man's ſa- | « 
0 tisfaction and aſſurance, to con- « 
FX | firm his promiſe by an oath, is“ 


i finely touched upon in the epiſtle 1 of 
j to the Hebrews. «© When God ti 


as. made promiſe to Abraham, be. 
« cauſe he could ſwear by no di 
e greater, he fware by himſelf, _ 
5 0 6 ſaying, ſurely, bleſſing I will 
5 „ bleſs thee, and multiplying I 
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— 9 multiply thee—For men mi 
50 verily „ 
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08 verily ſwear by a greater, and sker. Th. 5:1 
« an oath for confirmation is to 1 
« them an end of all ſtrife. Where. 10 
„in God, willing to ſhew to e 
e the heirs of promiſe the imu. 
. tability of his counſel, confirmed ä 
« it by an oath; that by two im # 
* mutable things, in which it Will 
as impoſſible for God to lic, 1 
« we might have a ſtrong conſooĩrĩriV? M0 
| < lation, who have fled for refuge, 
do lay hold upon the hope ſet 
before us *. O the goodneſs 
of God, who hath given his crea- 
tures the aſſurance he” an gathl 0 1 
the infidelity of his creatures, who F 
diſtruſt that aſſurance 55 „ 
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I O beatos nos, quorum cauſa Denne | 
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Secr. II. 


Wen 1 —That be en graut unto 


us, that we being deliver- 


ed out of the hands of our 
enemies, might ſerve bim 
| without Ts 


. 1 bolinels and cighratafoeſ 


before him, all the days ; 


0 our hife. 


Tz HE Penn made ith an 


oath to Abraham, was made, after 


the intentional ſacrifice of Ifaac, 
in the following terms; By my- | 
„ ſelf have I foes char} in bleſ- 
« ſing I will bleſs thee, and in 
__ « multiplying I will multiply thy 
« ſeed as the ſtars of heaven, and 


e ag the ſand which is upon the 
oy ka tore; 3 and thy ſeed ſhall 
6 poet 


I 
10 
RE 


int 


Wi 
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and in thy ſeed ſhall all the 


nations of the earth be bleſſed *. 


RY 
mY poſſeſ⸗ the gate of his enemies; , Seer. II. 


— 


The objects of the bleſſing here 


promiſed are the faithful children 


of Abraham, whether Jews r 


Gentiles; the ſeed,” in whon 


they are bleſſed, is Chriſt ; the 


manner in which he e the 


q bleſſing, is by © poſſeſſing the 7 


gate of his enemies that is, by 
8 „ „ oy 


ſubduing them, and ſeizing their 
ſtrong holds; the bleſſing itſelf 


conſiſteth in a redemption from 
bondage under thoſe enemies, and 


an admiſſion into the ſervice of 


God. Such is the ſubſtance and 
intention of the promiſe made 


With an oath to Abraham, as ex- 


* Gen, xxii, 16. 


plained 4 


48 
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Seer. II. plained by Zacharias, and ful. : 
filled under the goſpel. In the 
mean time, between the promiſe 
and it's accompliſhment i it pleaſed 
God to interpoſe a diſpenſation, 
which exhibited a viſible repreſen- 
tation of this great and important 
tranſaction, in the caſe of the 
children of Iſrael, or the poſterity 
of Abraham according to the fleſu, 
who, after having been long de- 
| rained in cruel bondage by Pha- 5 
raoh and the Egyptians, were 


delivered out of the hands of 


e their enemies ;” and delivered 


for this purpoſe, that they might 


ferve God with a prefigurative 
ſervice, calculated to laſt © till 
<« the ſeed ſhould come, to whom 


« the promiſe was made.” For 


thus Jehovah | faith to Moſes, 
« When. 
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When thou haſt brought forth Szcr. u. 

ct the people out of Egypt, they, e 
mall ſerve God upon this moun- 

„ tain®.” So that when, at the 
transfiguration of our Lord upon 
"noir. Tabor, Moſes diſcourſed 

with him on the ſubject of © his 
r decealc,”” or, as it is in the ori- 

” ginal, his EXODUS, & which he = - 0 
ſhould accompliſh at Jeruſalem,” ? _ 
may we not 1magine to ourſelves _ 
the deliverer of Iſrael addreſſing TY 1 

the world's Redeemer i in ſome ſuch. ON 

words as theſe — By my hand the nl 
Lord God of Ifrael did once — 1 
il 


vouchſafe to bring forth his people 
from the afflicting bondage of  _ 

| Egypt; but thou ſhalt rurn'the 
multitude of the Gentiles from the us 


* add. f iii. 12. . 1 


8 pover 


50 
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ster. Il, power of Satan to God. I ſaw 
the Lord make a path 1 through the 


waters, for his redeemed to paſs 
over; but thou ſhalt find a more 


wonderful way through the waves 
of death; and though the floods 
| ſhall compaſs thee about, yet ſhall 
thy life be brought up from cor- 
ruption. 1 beheld the chariots of 
Pharaoh and the mighty hoſt of 
Egypt plunging 1 in the deep, when 
the morning appeared; but thou 
ſhalt triumph over principalities 


and powers, and fee them over- 


whelmed in the lake of fire. I led _ 
my people through the wilderneſs, 
and gave them a law which had 
— 0 the ſhadow of good things to 
<« come;” but thou ſhalt conduct 
thine through the world, and 
teach them t to © worſhip | in ſpirit 
"Is and 


of 97 Jon the Barris r. 51 
11 and in truth.“ I went before Secr. II. 
Iſrael to the borders of the pro- N 
miſed land; but thou art the true 
ſhepherd of ſouls, and they who 
follow thee ſhall © paſs from death 
1 208 unto life.“ 
Zacharias concludes his divine 
fong with an apoſtrophe to the in- _ 
fant Baptiſt, as one who was de- 
ſigned by providence to be tile 08 
precurſor of ſuch a Saviour, and Wl 
the publiſher of ſuch ſalvation. 5 1 


9. A ne they child ſhalt be called Ca 
"to propel of bs hk. i 
75 thou ſhall go before the OD 
fact of the Lord, to Br pare 


ms ways; 11 
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tion unto his people for ne: 1 
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„TAE bin: propbefed ed until 
9 lein vho ſucceeded it in it's 
office of pointing out the Meſ- 
ſiah, and ſpake the language of 

it's inſtitutions, when he ſaid, 
Hehold the Lamb of God, which 
„ taketh 5 the ſin of the 
« world.” „ Remiſſion of fins” 
is the dedtrine! in which the Chriſ- 
tian religion juſtly glorieth, as that 
_ moſt neceſſary and fundamental ' 
Point, in which every other reli- 
gion fails. The Heathen confeſ- 


ſeth himſelf to be in the dark; 


he gueſſeth only what is the will 
of God, whom he knoweth not. | 
He hath not ſtrength to perform 


what he imagineth to be ſuch; 


and he underſtandeth not the 
meaning of the facrifices and luſ- ; 
trations . 


2 4, TD * 
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trations derived to him by tradi- Secr. II. 
tion. The blood of bulls and YT 
goats cannot waſh away the ſins 
of the Jew; and his oblations, — 
ſince the truth is come, which they „ Wat 
were intended to prefigure, „)) 
prepoſterous, and impious. The Mi 
Mahometan hath no evidence VVV all 
the miſſion of his prophet, no FE: 
gument for his religion but the 
| Foord, and no heaven But . 
The doctrine of © ſalvation by te (f 
remiſſion of ſins,” through faith | 
in a Redeemer, was, from the be- 
| ginning, the ſum and ſubſtance of 
true religion, which ſubſiſted in 
promiſe, prophecy, and figure, 
till John preached their accom- 
plwGwiſhment in the perſon of Jeſus. 
| Paganiſm was a corruption of it 
before that time, as Mahometiſm | ä 


P— 


—— * 


1 KEE 
3 . "5 7 
PA — — — 
FP. * pa — 
by . 
EN Woe . . 


2 
1 

— — 7 * — A . 

— — ESO ISA - 4.6% * * * * * 


7 8 * 0 ON 9 
K rere ne oe Ab 
r 2 1 — 1 47 1 Dre 28 2 Linn 3 78 6 
EEE TIO a ir Load rn Od oe ̃ a PU 8 323 
e N J * 2 rr G's 718 TIS. 5 
E 8 b 5 , 
+1 4:86 = 
A ͤ nt ener 


„ 
ren 

3 3 
e e 


*, 98 


54 Conf enen on the Life and Death 


Seer. n. hath been ſince; and modern Ju- 
daiſm is an apoſtaſy from it. And 


| ſhall we go away, and forſake our 


| Redeemiar'] ? To whom can we go? 
He hath the words of eternal life : 1 


he only can give ſalvation by 


< the remiſſion of ſins.” It is this 
religion which enlightens the un- 

derſtanding with true knowlege, 
and warms the heart with true cha- 
rity: it is this which alone brings 

confidence, and comfort, and joy, 


and bids fear and deſpondency fly 


away : it is this which raiſes the 
ſoul, as it were, from the dead, 


puts new vigour into all her powers 
and faculties, and animates her to 
duty, by the powerful motives it 
ſuggeſteth: it is this which is a 
counterbalance to the temptations 
of ſenſe, by the promiſes made to 
our 


er 
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our faith; which ſupports the in- Szer. U. 
firmity of nature by the glorious N 
bobjects propoſed to our hope and 
| which triumphs over the oppoſi- 
tion of the world, by the love of 
God ſhed abroad in our hearts: it 
procures us the only ſolid happi- 
| neſs there is in this world, and e 
opens a way to the felicities of te 1 
next: it holds him out to us, wuoooõ̃ͥ 
is our © ſhield” on earth, and wil! 
be our © exceeding great reward? ml 
in heaven; who « guides us with 
«is counſel, and will, after that, 
c receive us to glory — Whom 
a have we in heaven, O Lord, 
e but thee; and there is none upon h | 
„ earth we can deſire 1 in e a V oj | 
1 * ſon of thee 9 55 5 
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of our God; whereby the | 
dayrſpring from on bigb | 


hath viſit led us, 


12. To 0 give light to them aba 
M0 in darkneſs, and in 
the ſhadow of death, to 


guide our feet into the 


way of Peace. 


- Be; John was oh morning-ſtar, : 
thar preceded the ſun of righteouſ- 
neſs at his riſing ; an event, the 

glory of which is due to © the 
i tender mercy of our God ;” ſince 
towards the production of it man 
could do no more than he can do 
towards cauſing the natural ſun to 
riſe upon . earth, The bleſſed 


effects 
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eee of the day-ſpring which Seer. IL 
then dawned from on high, and 
gradually increaſed more and more 
unto the perfect day, were---the 
diſperſion of ignorance, which is 
the darkneſs of the intellectual 
world; the awakening of men 
from fin, which is the ſleep of the 
| ſoul; and the converſion and di- 
rection of their hearts and inclina- 585 . 
tions into © the way of peace, e 
that i 1s, of reconciliation to GMG; 
by the blood of Chriſt, to them- 5 1 
ſelves by the anſwer of a conſcience 1 
cleanſed from fin, and to one ano- 
ther by mutual love. Happy is 
« the people that is in ſuch a 
« caſe; yea, happy 1 is the people, 1M 
e whoſe God is the Lord. They OS 1 0 
« are the children of the light and 8 
of the day. Their ſun ſhall ED. 
35 „„ Tinh 
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Sher: I. more go down, neither ſhall their 
„ moon withdraw itſelf ; for the 
Lord ſhall be unto them an 
_ «everlaſting light, and the days 
of their mourning hall de 
ended.“ VVV 
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C mfuderation on St. Jol de- 
lion in ihe deſarts. 


7 the information we have Ste. m. 
: concerning St. John, from FP 
the time of his birth to that 'of Al | 
this public appearance, is contained = 
in the few following words And e 

6 * the child grew, and waxed ſtrong 10 
in ſpirit, and was in the deſart : 

« till the day of his ſhewing unto _ ol 
Iſrael *.” There, apart fm . 
the world, and under the tuition " 
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ll src. III. of heaven, he was catechized i in the 
principles of divine wiſdom, ini- 


= tt.,sated into the myſtery of a holy 


ke, and perfectedl in the diſcipline 5 
=: of ſelf- denial 3 1 5 Ds 
' EE The moſs his bed, the cave kin „ hewble 4 | 
= His food the fruits, his drink the chryſtal well : 3 
1 Ee 5 Remote from man, with God hepaſs'd the days, 
bf | Pray” r al his bus? nels, all his png Praiſe. 7 
4 . 5 raRx ETL. 
| = 1 Tan . in the caſe of 41 
i the Baptiſt, like many others rela- 
, ve $0.8 prophets, was extraor- 
= dinary and miraculous ; conſe- 
== quently, not to be linerally copied ; 
| | 5 —_— any one, but in ſimilar circum- 
|: | ftances, and under a ſupernatural. 
I . direction. Nor has the monaſtic 
| ſcheme the ſanction of ſo great an 


example; ; 
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= 
example; as St. John was under IT III. 


the obligation of no vow, but hav- 


ing finiſned his preparation in ſo- 


litude, came forth to act his part 


upon the theatre of the world. 


And it is well known, that, even 


in thoſe ages when mankind ſtood 


aatſtoniſhed at the auſterities practi- 
ſed by recluſes and eremites, the 
: epiſcopal or ſacerdotal character 
Was reckoned as much ſuperior 


to the other, as charity is better 
than contemplation. 


„ in fol- 
tude,” faith a great maſter of this 
5 ſubject, da man may go to heaven 


« by the way of prayer and devo- 


« tion; but in ſociety he carries 


; others with him by the way of 


© mercy and charity. In ſolitude 


( there are fewer temptations, but 


« then chere is likewiſe the exer- 
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is beſt there, the practice here. 


„The wilderneſs hath the advan- 


tage of diſcipline, but ſociety | 


1 furniſheth the opportunities of 
z perfection *. To confirm this 
1 N ſtate of the caſe, it may 

be obſerved, that the only perfect 
life which hath ever been led on | 
earth, was a mixture of the ſolitary Þ 


and ſocial. Our Lord himfelf 
_ paſſed thirty years in the privacy 


of Nazareth, and then appeared 
| in public to exerciſe his miniſtry ; a 


but ſtill not without frequent in- 
tervals of retirement. It was in 


| Conſi derations on the Life and Death 5 


See. nr. <« ciſe of fewer virtues. Solitude F 
e good ſchool, and the world 
the beſt theatre. The inſtitution | 


| * Biſhop Taylor's Life of Chriſt, Sect. 


„ ſolitude. | 


Vii 
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the defart places heard him pray; 
« in the wildernefs he vanquiſhed 
Satan; upon a mountain apart 


he was transfigured *.” 


But in 


63 
« ſolitude that he kept his vigils; src. III. 
n 


public he preached the Goſpel, | 


and converted ſouls; in public he 


| healed the ſick, and caſt out devils; 
in public he ſuffered, and, while. 
he redeemed the world, ſet it a 


| pattern of humility, patience, and 


E charity. 
| FROM oi W af St. 


John's education in the deſarts we 


may, therefore, venture to draw a 
_ concluſion which will be of gene- 


ral uſe, with regard to all mini- 
| tiers of the Goſpel, namely, that the 


* Biſhop Taylor's Life of Chuil, Sec. 


viii, 
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src. In. ſolitary way of lite 1 is neceſſary to 
qualify them for the offices of the 
ſocial; or, that he who would 
ſerve God acceptably in public, 
muſt firſt prepare himſelf for that 
purpoſe in private, The reaſon is, 
| becauſe no man is properly quali. 
| fied to teach wiſdom and bolineſs, 
who doth not himſelf poſſeſs them. 
And a little reflection will con- 
vince us, how needful retirement is 
for the acquiſition of both. _ 
Tux toils undergone by all who 
have ever made any great pro- 


ficiency in vwiſdom, plainly prove 


cloſe application and deep atten- 
tion to be requiſite for it's attain- 
ment. And they who imagine 
themſelves to have diſcovered a 
| ſhorter way, conducting them to 
it without ſtudy, will find, ſooner 
1 or 


of St Jonx the Barrisr. 8 


or later, that they have miſtaken See. m. 
their road. Hardly do we guefs 
e aright at things that are upon _ 

.. earth, and with labour do we I. 
find the things that are before D 
ec us :“ ſhall we then expect a "if 

| knowlege of thoſe which are f a Wahl 
high and ſpiritual nature, without 
any labour at all? The prophets : 1 
themſelves © enquired and fearch- 
ed diligently what things the jul 
ce ſpirit of Chriſt, which iin EE Fl 
« them, did ſignify +, The royal : Hl 
Preacher, endued from above with _ — 
e largeneſs of heart as the ſand 

_ © upon the fea ſhore,” yet took 
pains, and thoſe no {light ones, V 
in the invention and diſpoſition 4 — 
his diſcourſes. For, © in order _ 
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sre. IH. * to teach the people knowlege, 
WY by, gave good heed, and ſought 
odout and ſet in order many pro- 
verbs; yea, the preacher ſought 
to find out acceptable words, 
« words of uprightneſs andtruth*.” 
And if Solomon were not exempt- 
ed from ſtudy and meditation, no 
| Other. man can have any title to 
hope for ſuch a privilege. 
Bu r who ſhall be able to fix his 5 
attention, amidſt the hurry and 
diſſipation of life? Who can me- |} 
ditate on wiſdom, with the noiſe 


4 

ol folly ſounding inceſſantly in his 
ears? That bleſſed perſon, who 
could ſuffer no diſtraction of 1 
thought from the objects around by 
him, withdrew from the multitude, = _ 
" 
* Ecclef, xii, 10. 8 

8 Mi 


that 


of . Joun the BA IG r. " 


that he might teach us to do the Sec. III. 
ſame, who, SY are often una- ee 
ble, when alone, to confine our 
thoughts, for a few minutes toge- 
ther, to one ſubject. The world, 
like Martha, is troubled about 
many things, ” and moſt about — 
* thoſe which are of leaſt concern; il 
| fo that, beſides the profane, te 
unſeemly, and uncharitable di. 
courſes, which they muſt hear who ju} 
are much converſant with it, the | 
mind of a man ſutfers not a little  _ ll 
from the variety of light and un- 4:01 
profitable converſation i in which he = 
is frequently engaged. This ſcat- = 
ters the thoughts, and ſo indiſpoſes 
them for any ſpeculations that are 
great and noble, ſublime and ſa- 
cred, that ſome time is required 
to reduce the wanderers, % em. | 
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ste. II. . poſe the ſpirits, and to reſtore that 
tranquillity of ſoul which is indiſ-— 
penſably neceſſary for the proſe- 
cution of religious enquiries. And | 
although the general aſſertion of a 
famous recluſe, that he always 
( came out of company a worſe 
„ man than he went into it,” ſa- 
voureth too much of the cloiſter, 
yet whoever, as the world goes, 
ſhould diligently note the times 
when he came out of company a 
Zetier man than he went into it, 


might, perhaps, find his diary 
contained in a leſs compaſs, than 0 
at preſent he is apt to imagine. 1 
Ckxralx, however, it is, that — 1 
for the productions of wiſdom we t 
are indebted to ſolitude, as the lr 
parent of attention. And therefore f 
many, in all ages, have followed tf 


St. 
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St. John into the wilderneſs, and Sec. ul. 
choſen retirement, not out of any N 
moroſeneſs of temper, or miſan- 
thropy, but that they might give 
themſelves, without let or moleſ- 
tation, to the purſuit of divine 
knowꝛlege. In this ſituation, they 
found themſelves always at liberty ker 
to chuſe their companions. They _— 
could converſe at pleaſure with - + 5 
patriarchs and prophets, apoſtles 
martyrs, and confeſſors, with de- if 
vout and learned biſhops, and 1 
others, who once adorned the 55 
church by their lives, and have 
| continued, ſince their deaths, thro? 
many generations, to edify her by 
their writings. Here they could 
rally their ſcattered thoughts, and Wu 
| fix them upon ſubjects, whence - 4 
they __ extract real profit, VV 1 
durable — 
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re. ii. durable pleaſure. For meditations, 
** while employed, in a general and 

curſory way, upon a variety of 

objects, like the rays of light dif- 
fuſed in the air, diſcover not the 
force and activity which they poſ- 
ſeſs; it is cloſe attention which 

collects and unites, and renders 

them operative. And an ability 

to beſtow that cloſe attention in a 
crowd, is granted to very few 

= among the ſons of men, 


A DISPASSIONATE and unpreju- 


diced ſtate of mind is another re- 
quiſite for the attainment of true 
wiſdom. And as our ſentiments 
take the tincture of our company, 
perſons continually engaged in the 
World are very liable to be cor- 
rupted, as well as diſſipated. He 
Who paſſeth his time with men of 


| baſe 
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| baſe and antiſcriptural tenets, will Sec. IN. 
find, when it is too late, that e 
5 evil communications corrupt” 
good principles as well as “ wood - 
manners.“ The underſtanding 
will be blinded, and the heart har- 
dened : wiſdom will be ſhut out 
at every avenue; and the man will 
ſit down in darkneſs and depravity, 
for the remainder of his days, de- 
termining with himſelf that there 
is no ſuch thing as truth, without 2 
ever being at the trouble of mak- f 
ing the enquiry. Happy, there- 
fore, is he who, like St. John, 
ſpendeth his early days in privacy, 
| and there acquainteth himſelf be- 
times with the excellencies and 
1 1 of divine wiſdom. For 
Wiſdom 1s glorious, and never 
| 2 "OR Hadeth away; Vea, ſhe 1s eaſily. 
* e 
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te ſeen of them that love her, and LADS. 

„ found of ſuch as ſeek her. She | 
< preventeth them that deſire her, 

< in making herſelf firſt known 

e unto them. Whoſo ſeeketh her 
early ſhall have no great travel, 

« for he ſhall find her ung at his 


&* doors *.” 


 Uryon the bun 8 we 
may account it one of the no ſmall 

advantages which St. John enjoyed 
by his retreat into the wilderneſs, 

that he was thereby delivered from 
the vain janglings of the many 
religious ſects and factions, at that 
time in Judea. For the authors 
and abettors of ſuch are naturally 
- confined in their views, and ob- 
. ſtrudted | in their ſearch after truth, 


* Wiſdom, vi. 12. 


by 


3. , ea ad 
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principle, that © they are the men, 


* and that wiſdom muſt needs live 
« and die with them.“ 


Hence 


they become more ſolicitous about 
the defence of their own particu- 


larities againſt thoſe of other ſec- 
kdaries, than careful to advance and 


73 
by having aſſumed it for a firſt 5 Sec. vie 


5 propagate the general principles of -- 
This hath been bur | 
too much the caſe for ſome time 
paſt in Chriſtendom, which, like 


true religion. 


Jeruſalem before it's deſtruction, 
is crumbled into innumerable par- 
ties, biting and devouring one 
inſomuch that it is now 
difficult for one writer to lay down 
a poſition in theology, which ano- 
ther ſhall not immediately ſet him- 
ſelf to controvert with all his 
= might, as heretical and antichril- 

| tian. | 


another ; 
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see. III. tian. 


voaniſh together. © 
tempeſtuous are theſe lower re- 
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The diſpute ſoon becomes 
a trial of ſkill, and the paſſions 


and prejudices of the combatants 
ſpread a cloud over the queſtion, 


in which truth and charity often 
Thus dark and 


| gions. But, by ſtudy and medita- 


tion in ſolitude, the Chriſtian, in | 


heart and mind, aſcendeth to a 


purer element, from whence he 


beholdeth the ſtorms produced 


in thoſe fields of light and ſerenity, 
which open themſelves on all ſides 


by contending factions far beneath 
him, and expatiateth at pleaſure 


to his view. He conſoleth himſelf. 
by contemplating the church, as 
ſhe formerly ſubſiſted in original 
purity and unity, and as ſhe will 


hereafter exiſt in her triumphant 


tate 
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ſtate above, when her members of src. I. 
every age and nation ſhall all lift e 
up their voices together, and make 
their ſound to be heard as one, in 
giving Glory to God, and to the 
Lamb. Diſencumbered of paſſions 
and prejudices, he followeth after 
the truth which leadeth to godli- 
gneſs, and the wiſdom whoſe end 1 * 
ſalvation. 5 e 
Fon the attainment of chan wiſ: : 
dom a third thing requiſite is di- 
vine illumination. Wiſdom is one 
of thoſe © good and perfect wi > 4 
which © come down from the Fa- — 
« ther of lights,” and muſt be 
ſued for, wick humility and fer- 
vour, in petitions like theſe — 
« Give me wiſdom that fitteth by 
thy throne, and reject me not 
EH from among thy children For 
1 5% though 
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76 Conf drration on the Life and Death | 
ste. m. 40 though a man be never ſo per- 


fect among the children of men, 
« yet if thy wiſdom be not with 
„him, he ſhall be nothing re- 


e garded O ſend her out of thy 


1 holy heavens, and from the 


« throne of thy glory, that being 


2 preſent ſhe may labour with me, 
« that I may know what is plea- 


« ſing unto thee. For ſhe know- 


L eth and underſtandeth all things, 155 Pr 


d and ſhe ſhall lead me ſoberly in 


my doings, and preſerve me by 
© her power For what man is he 
that can know the counſel of 


« God; or who can think what 


the will of the Lord is, except 
cd thou give wiſdom, and fend thy 


«% Holy Spirit from above K Such 5 


o Will. ix. 4. 


gracious Þ 
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gracious promiſes are made, and Sec. iI. = 
are ready to be fulfilled to the re- ha 1 il 
tired Chriſtian, Let but the pollu- 1 
tions and diſtractions of the word 
be removed, and the wiſdom I 
- which * is firſt pure, and then 1 
bo peaceable,” mill enter in. 10 1 
receive the law, Moſes was called „ 
away from the congregation to the 
top of the mount. Ezekiel beheld my 
* the viſions of God, while a foli- :- 1 
| tary captive upon the banks of ll 
Z Chebar. Daniel was informed con- my 
S Ccerning the reſtoration of Jeruſ a. 
3 lem, and the advent of Meſſiah, 5 ol | 
on the evening of a day dedicated 4 
to retirement, for the purpoſes . 
of faſting and prayer. St. Jonn _ | 
was an exile in the deſolate Patmos, ql 
z when the glorious ſcenes deſcribed 
in the book of Revelation were 
made 
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src. III. made to paſs before him, and 1 
vag enabled to extend his view, 
through all the different revolu- 
tions of empires, and periods of 
the church, to the end of time. 
And although we no more look 
for viſions and revelations from 
heaven, yet from thence we ex- 
pect, according to the moſt ſure 
promiſe of our Maſter, the gift of 
the Spirit, to | bleſs and proſper 
us in our ſtudies, to open to us 
the ſcriptures, and our underſtand.- 
| ings, that we may underſtand them. 
The ſame Spirit that gave the word, 
oiveth likewiſe the interpretation 
thereof. And the latter, as well as 
the former, is beſt received in ſoli- 
tude, which appears to be thus ad- 
mirably calculated for the attain- 
ment of wiſdew, as it kern = 
ar = 


of St, Joux the BAP TIS r. 


: ſtudy and attention, a mp SEC. UI. 


and unprejudiced mind, and that 
eee which is from on 


* 


Sw, i in he jangunge of fri 
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ture, is ſtyled folly, to intimate to 
us, that true wiſdom and holineſs | 
are inſeparable companions. That, 


therefore, which conduceth to the 
acquiſition of one, can never bear 
an unfavourable aſpect towards 
the other, and ſolitude will be 


found the beſt nurſe. of ſanfity, 


= more particularly as it conſiſteth 


in the exerciſe of mortification. 


THis is a work which no man 
can ſet about, until he knoweth 


what thoſe failings are, to which 


he is ſubject. And ſuch is the 
power of ſelf- love, that the perſon 
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See. m. comes to a knowlege of this moſt 


En 
„ —— —— ..⅛ĩ — _ —— 
© 


important point. If neither the 
fidelity of his friends nor the ma- 
| lice of his enemies let him into 
the ſecret, there is only a third 
way in which it is poſſible for him 
to become maſter of it, which is 
ſelf· examination, conſtantly, ſin⸗ 
cerely, and thoroughly practiſed. 
And this requireth ſtated ſeaſons 
ofß retirement; for want of which, 


we fe. thoſe, who are engaged | 


in a circle of buſineſs, or pleaſures, 


ſelves and their own infirmities, _ 
though intimately acquainted with 
the follies and foibles of all around 
them. In the night,” the pſal- 
miſt tells us, he communed with 
his own. heart, and „ his ſpirit 
5 made 


"of $. Jonn the BayrisT. 81 


E made diligent ſearch *.” Then src. I, 
ſtlence and ſolitude afforded him RY, 
an opportunity of ſcrutinizing the 
tempers of his ſoul, of diſcovering 
the maladies to which he was in- 
clined, and of applying che > proper 
: remedies to each. 

2" T'GAD medicines may be admi- 
niſſtered with ſucceſs, it is neceſſary 

to cut off the proviſions, which Mt. 
' nouriſh and increaſe the diſorder. . 
The world, in the caſe before us, 

is full of ſuch proviſions; and 
— the patient muſt with- 

draw, for a while, from the influ- 
ence of it's temptations. Where 
no wood is, the fire goeth out +.” 
Remove the object, and the paſ- 
| ſion will by degrees die away. In 
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bb. 11. ſolitude, the pleaſures and glories 
— of the world no longer ſtrike upon | 
5 the ſenſes, and ſolicit the affec- | 
tions. The ſoul, therefore, in | 
this ſituation, like one eſcaped out | 
a battle to a place of ſecurity, hath | 
leiſure to reflect upon her condi- — 
tion, and to provide for her fu ure 
ſafety. By looking into herſelf, { 
| ſhe perceiveth how much ſhe 
ſtandeth in need of mercy and 
grace; and then ſhe is naturally 
led to look up to heaven, as the 
only place from whence they are 
to be obtained. The former of 
| theſe proſpects. filleth her with 
compunction, and cauſeth her to 
mourn for her ſins with that godly 
ſorrow which worketh a repen- 
| tance never to be repented of; the 


latter e her to pour 
forth | 
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5 forth herſelf in continual prayer Sec. II. 
to the God of her ſalvation, until 9 
he have mercy upon her. St. 

Peter, when reminded of his offence 
by the crowing of the cock, and 
the affectionate look of an abjured 
Maſter, went out from the high 
prieſt's hall where he was, and in 
ſolitude, with ſtrong crying and 
tears, made ſupplication for par- 5 
don and peace. In retirement it is, 
that we find ourſelves beſt able to 
f practiſe all the holy arts of abſti- 
nence and ſelf-denial, ſo needful 
for the perfecting repentance by : 
mortifying the whole body of fin. 

Wu N men cannot be induced 
voluntarily to take this courſe, they 
are often forced into it by Provi- 
| _ dence viſiting them with ſome 

heavy OM, which by a ſtroke, 
| | J. 2 | like 


84 Confiderations on the Life and Death 
3 Ul. like the amputation of a limb, 
ſevere but falutary, ſeparating | 
"them at once from the world, ſhall |} 
oblige them to converſe firſt with 
themſelves, and then with God. 
Thus was Babylon' s haughty mo- 
narch driven, in an extraordinary 
manner, from ſociety, to learn hu- 
mility in the fields and woods, 
until he acknowledged the power 
and the righteouſneſs of the King | 
of heaven. And thus the idola- . 
trous and ſuperlatively wicked 
Manaſſch became a ſincere and 
hearty penitent in the ſolitude of 
a Chaldean priſon. Nor can we 
but admire, upon this occaſion, 
the wiſdom and goodneſs of God 
in ſending ſickneſs, as a prepara- 
tive for death. Sickneſs takes a _ 
man, as it were, out of this ſcene 
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an utter ſtranger. 


Now he 


pleaſures. 


of things, to fit him for another. Ste. ul. 
It draws the curtain between him 
and the world, ſhutting out all 
it's cares, and all it's 
It puts away his idle and noiſy ac- 
quaintance far from him; and 
having thus ſecured his antention | 
to the one thing needful, gives 
him ideas of the nature of ſin, and 
the importance of death, the vani- 
ties of time, and the glories of 
eternity, to which he was before 
Now appear to 
him, in their proper colours and 
natural deformity, the diabohical 
nature of pride and envy, the 
_ brutality of intemperance, the fol- 
ly and torment of laſciviouſneſs, 
the wretchedneſs of avarice, and 
the ſtupidity of ſloth. 
N hath no longer any unlawful de. 
fires, 
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ste. i. . fires, and grieves that he ever had 


| ſuch. Now he is what he always : 
| ought to have been, and what re- 
tirement, at proper ſeaſons, ſhould 
| and would have made him. 
In morality, as In huſbandry, 
5 the preparation of the ſoil is a great 
ſtep towards the production of a 
pllentiful harveſt, If carnal deſires 
are dead in us, all things belonging 
to the Spirit will live and grow in 
us. If the affections are diſen- 
gaged from things on earth, the 
difficulty of the work is over; 
they will readily and eagerly lay 
hold on things above, when pro- 
poſed to them.” If the ſnare of con- 


cupiſcence be broken, and The: 


ſoul be delivered out of it, ſhe 
will preſently fly away, on the 
wings of faith and charity, towards 
DE = heaven. 
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heaven. They who have duly Sec. III. 
i practiſed mortification in the ſchool 
of retirement, will, at their ap- 
pearance in the world, afford it 
the brighteſt examples of every 
thing that is © honeſt, juſt, pure, 
© lovely, and of good report.“ 
W may, therefore, conclude, = 
that he who deſires to undertake 
! the office of guiding others in the 
ways of wiſdom and holineſs, will — 1 
| beſt qualify himſelf for that pur- —_— 
poſe by firſt paſſing ſome time in a | 
ſtate of ſequeſtration from the 
world; where anxious cares and 
deluſive pleaſures may not break 
in upon him, to diſſipate his at- 
tention; where no ſceptical or 
ſectarian ſpirit may blind his un- 
derſtanding, and nothing may ob- 
5 ſtrut the illumination from above; 
TY where 
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See. II. where every vicious inclination 


may be mortified through grace, 


by a prudent application of the 


proper means; and every freſh 


dud of virtue, ſhehered from nox- 
ious blaſts, may be gradually rear. 
ed up into ſtrength, beauty, and 


fragrance z where, i in a word, © he 


„ may grow and wax ftrong in 


© ſpirit, until the y of his — 
. ing unto Iſrael, . 
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SECTION | 


Conf derations on the Prophecies re- 
lative to St. Join in the Old 
7 Nene. „ 


B 


char acter. 


EFORE ve e to view 
the Baptiſt in tlie exerciſe of 
his miniſtry, it will be proper to 

look back to the predictions in 

the Scriptures of the Old Teſta- 
ment, concerning his office and 

We ſhall begin witk 

that remarkable one, © Behold, I 
will ſend you Elyah the pro- 

phet, before the coming of the 
3 « "wow and dreadful cy « of the no 
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# Sec. IV. 
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See. IV. © Lord. And he ſhall turn the 

i ee heart of the fathers to the chil- 
« dren, and the heart of the chil- 

d qren to their fathers, leſt I come 


«and ſmite the earth with a 


« curſe *. 3 


"=; hb there was amongſt the Jews 
a general expectation of Meſſiah's 


: appearance, at the time when he 


did appear, fo an opinion likewiſe 


FU 3 eee r " „ a 


prevailed, that the world ſhould be ; 


firſt prepared for his reception, in 
ſome extraordinary manner. But 
Wrong ideas of his appearance and 
5 kingdom introduced miſtakes with 
regard to the perſon who ſhould = 


_ precede and proclaim him. Ac- 
cording to the notions then cur- 


: rent, occaſioned by applying to 


* Mal, iv. 5 6. 


of St. Jous the Bar Is r. 


polis of the world. And by mil- 


or 
: his firſt advent the prophecies See: Iv; 
which belonged to his ſecond, Bs cen 
Meſſiah was to come in power and 
majeſty, to confer on the ſons of 
Jacob dominion over the Gentiles, 

and make Jeruſalem the metro- 


underſtanding this prediction 5 


Malachi, they had imagined, that 
Elijah the T iſhbite ſhould return 
from heaven, as his precurſor. 5 
For this reaſon it was, that when 


the ſanhedrim ſent a meſſage to St. 


John, deſiring to know, whether 


he were Elias? he anſwered, 1 


am not: “ not the Elias by them 


. intended and expected. But that 


t. John was the perſon foretold 


by Malachi under the name of 


Elas, we have the declarations of -- 


5 our Lord himſelf to his own diſct- 
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Ro ples, « Flias is indeed come * z 
and to the Jews, © If ye will re- 
“ ceive it, this is Elias which was 

e for to come. He that hath ears 

to hear, let him nes.” By 

_ theſe expreſſions it was evidently 

Chriſt's intention to put his hear- 

ers upon the ſearch after ſomething 

more than the words, in the bare . 
letter of them, might ſeem to con- 
tain, He directed them to go 
deeper into things, to ſtudy with 
attention the miſſion of the Bap- 

tiſt, his office and character; to 
compare together perſons, times, 

and events; and ſo to diſcover, in 
what ſenſe John was Elias, and Þ 
why Malachi had given him that "= 
«ppellacion. Bur if they did this, EE 


| 


* Mark ix. 1 13. + Matt, xi. ny 


and 


. St, Joux the Baprism. 


The baptiſm of John, was it 


from heaven, or of men?“ 
They perceived the dilemma, and | 
| having conſidered conſequences, 
made 


93 


8 aq were once brought, in the Sec. IV. 
perſon of John, to acknowledge 
Elias who was to precede the Meſ. 
ſiah, they muſt neceſſarily, in the 
perſon of Jeſus, acknowledge the 
Meſſiah whom Elias was to pre- 
cede. And therefore, as they were 
bbſtinately reſolved not to own the 
Maſter, Chriſt knew they would 
not recognize the ſervant, or re- 
ceive this ſaying concerning him. 
Thus when the chief prieſts and 
elders interrogated our Lord in the 
temple, © By what authority doſt 
thou theſe things, or who gave 
« thee this authority? I will alſo,” 
ſaid he, © aſk you one queſtion, 
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Conf derations on the Life and Death ; 


re. Iv. made the only fafe anſwer, « We 
„ cannot tell *; an anſwer which 
did honour to their prudence and 
their caution, but certainly at the 

expence either of their wiſdom, or 
their honeſty. As ſitting in the 
chair of Moſes, they ought to have 
known whence the baptiſm of John 
was; and if they did know, they 

- ought not to have been WA. of de- 
: claring 3 it. 1 

A OT WAT St. John » was the Elias 

; predicted by Malachi, we have 

alſo the teſtimony of an angel , 

at the annuntiation of his birth, 
who cites the very words of the 
; 9 „He ſhall go before 
c him in the ſpirit and power of 
« Ih to turn. the bearts 5 the 


« fathers 


of St. Jou the Bar r18r. 95 


| «& fathers to the children,” &c. And src. IV. 
| if this be the caſe, it follows by ne- . 
ceſſary inference, that by © the 
great and dreadful day of the 

Lord,“ before the coming of 
which Elijah is promiſed, Malachi 
intends, primarily and immediate. 
ly, the day, not of the world's, 
but of: Jeruſalem s deſtruction. 
For want of adverting to this, an 
opinion hath prevailed among 
Chriſtian interpreters, that the 5 
whole prophecy relateth princi- 
pally to the day of judgment, and 
| to the appearance of an Elias, 
Y who ſhall then precede Chriſt, 
Whether there will be ſuch an 
Elias at that time, and fo the ſe- 
_ cond advent will ſymbolize with _ 
the firſt in the circumſtance of 
Deng previguſy ne by a 
harbinger, 5 
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| Conſiderations on the Life and Death 
Ste. IV. harbinger, like St. John, ſent for 
that purpoſe, is a ſpeculation with 
- which we ſhall not at preſent con- 
cern ourſelves, reſting ſatisfied with 
the application- of the prophecy, 
upon infallible grounds, to the per- 
ſon of the Baptiſt, the undoubted 
forerunner of our Lord, when he 
came to viſit us in great humilty, 
Soy puniſheth not ſinners, till 
he hath firſt invited them to repen- 
tance. He giveth fair warning be- 
fore he ſtriketh; and a day of 
grace, in which mercy may be 
ſought, and pardon found, always 
goeth before a day of vengeance 
and extermination. Elias was ſent 
« before the coming of the great 
e and dreadful day of the Lord; 
John called his countrymen to 
turn from their ſins, and believe 
W 


N 


of St. Joun the Bar TIsr. 97 


in their Meſſiah, &er yet the de- Sc. W. 

folations of Jeruſalem exhibited "YE. 

to the wondering nations a ſpeci- 
men of that almighty power and 
inflexible juſtice, which ſhall one 

| = lay the world itſelf in ruins. 

HE third chapter of Malachi 
containeth a moſt evident and clear 
prediction of Meſſiah's advent, 

 withthatof his precurſor St. John, 

e Behold, I will ſend my meſſen- 

- ger, and he ſhall prepare the way 

nn before me; and the Lord whom {| 
| ye ſeek ſhall ſuddenly come to Fl 
| © his temple, even the meſſenger N 
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„ of the covenant whom ye * 
| *© light in: behold he ſhall cone. 
faith the Lord of hoſts.” The 7 
1 prophet goes on to foretell the [ 
effects of Chriſt's advent in the 
os of a peculiar people, and 
| N 5 che 
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| Cor derations on the Life and Death | 


, . the purification of a new prieſt- 
| hood, to offer new and acceptable 


offerings. © But who may abide ” 


the day of his coming, and who 
„ ſhall ſtand when he appeareth? 


« For he is like a refiner's re, 


and like fuller's ſoap. And he i 
„ ſhall ſit as a refiner and purifier 


00 of ſilver; and he ſhall purify the 5 | 


l ſons of Levi, and purge them as 
“gold and ſilver, that they may 
offer unto the Lord an offering 
4 in righteouſneſs. Then ſhall the 
offering of Judah and Jeruſalem ; 
be pleaſant unto the Lord, as in 
c the days of: old, and as in for- 
„mer years ;” pleaſant as in the 
days when their fathers offered in 
faith, and the deſire of Meſſiah's 
appearance was the ruling paſſion 
of their ſouls. The reſt of the 
„„ . Kaner 


=: i 3 
> 3 > * *© 
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WP 
| chapter Is employed i in reproving Sec. IV. 
the rebellion, ſacrilege, and infi- * 
delity of the Jews; and the fourth 

chapter opens with a deſcription of 
the day fatal to Jeruſalem “ Be- 
hold the day cometh that ſhall 
burn as an oven, and all the 
proud, yea and all that do wicx- 

« edly ſhall be ſtubble, and the 
day that cometh ſhall burn them 
0 up, {aith the Lord of hoſts, that 
eit ſhall leave them neither root 
„ nor branch.” For the conſola- 
tion of the faithful, God by his 
prophet again foretelleth Meſſiah's 

advent, with the increaſe, victory, 

and triumph of the church But 
unto you that fear my name, 
« ſhall the SUN OF RIGHTE- 
*© QUSNESS ariſe, with healing in 
70 his wings; and ye ſhall go 
„„ :Þ 


Thus, in the prophecy of Eze- . 


0m derations on the Life and Death . 


« forth, and grow UP as the firſt- 8 
8 4 lings of bullocks : and ye ſhal! 
e tread down the wicked, for they 
* ſhall be aſhes under the ſoles of 
your feet, in the day that I ſhall 
dd this, ſaith the Lord of hoſts.” ? 
In the mean time, Remember 
— JE the law of Moſes my ſervant, 
which J commanded unto him 
ein Horeb for all Iſrael, with the 
* ſtatutes and judgments.” And 
then, when the law hath done it's 


office, and propheſied for the ap- 


pointed time, © Behold I will fend = 
you Elijah the prophet ;” not 
the perſonal Elyah, but, as the : 
angel expoundeth it, one to preach 
and live after the model of his ex- 


ample, in his fpirit and power.“ 


my where God foretelleth the 


union 
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« ever *,” Not that Chriſt was to 


be David riſen from the dead, or, 
when he came, was to bear his 
name; but he was to be, in certain 
reſpects, like David, conquering 
the enemies, and ſitting upon the 
throne of Iſrael. So the forerun- 
ner of Meſſiah was not to be Eli- 
jah deſcended from heaven, nor 
was he, at his manifeſtation, to be 
called by that name; but was to 
be like him in his office and cha- 
rafter, Such a meſſenger, faith 
God, „I will ſend, before the 


* Ezek. XXVII. 23. 15 


10 
union of Iſrael and Judah i in the Ste. Iv. 

days of Meſſiah, he ſaith, They 

* ſhall be my people, and]. will © 


be their God, and David my ſer- 
„ yant ſhall be their prince for 


coming 
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Conf derations on the Life and Death HS 


xe. Iv. « coming of the great and dread- 


ful day of the Lord,” that is, = 
the day that ſnould . burn like an 
oven,“ the day of Jeruſalem 8 


deſtruction, mentioned in the firſt 


verſe. © And he ſhall turn the 


0 heart of the fathers to the chil- 


„ dren, and the heart of the . 
dren to the fathers, leſt I come 
. and ſmite the earth, 3 9 the 
« land, with a curſe.” "Yor ehs cita- 


tion of this paſſage by the angel, 
one part of it is paraphraſed— 


« To turn the hearts of the fathers 


4 to the children, and the diſobedient 


to the wiſdom of the juſt *.” The 


meaning of the whole ſeems ro. be, 
2 either, that men of every age and 


— diſpoſition ſhould be united 


» Luke i. 17. 


in 


of St. Joun the Baris T. 


in truth and charity ; ; or, as ſome Sec. Iv. 


learned expoſitors underſtand the 
paſſage, that St. John ſhould bring 
many of the Jews to have the 
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ſame heart and mind which their 


fathers and pregenitors had, who 


feared God, and believed his 


promiſes; that ſo their fathers 
might, as it were, rejoice in them, 


and own them again for their chil- 


dren; in other words, that he 


ſhould convert them to the faith 


| of that Chriſt whom their fathers 
' hoped in, and looked for; as it 


Was ſaid by the angel, Many of 


e the children of Iſrael ſhall he 


« turn to the Lord their Gd“; 


leſt, all continuing obſtinate in 
their unbelief, till the day when 


* | Luke | 1. 16. 
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"he IV. 
he 


2 rejected Saviour ſhould viſit an 


apoſtate people, che curſe ſhould 


be univerſal. 


BzkEsiD EST theſe notices afforded © 


5 us by Malachi, there is a pro- 


phecy on the fame ſubject in the 


x1." chapter of Ifaiah, to which 


St. John referred the prieſts and 
levites, when they preſſed him, 
ſaying, « Who art thou, that we 
may give an anſwer to them 
» that ſent us? What ſayeſt thou 
« of thyſelf : ? He faid, I am the 
voice of one crying in the wil- 
* derneſs, make ſtraight the way 


« of the Lord, as ſaid the propher 


Eſaias *. But let us take a view 
of the whole context, as far as it 
concerns our. preſent purpoſe. 


* John k 25. 


Uo ee er I IHE ES 


| of 8. Jou the ar riss. 


1541 1. xl. 1. . Comfort ye, comfort 
* * Propre, 1 your God. 
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Ge IV. 
— , 


T HE Rae ie of - 


_ Chriſt's kingdom i 1s repreſented to 
the prophet in ſpirit, with the con- 
comitant ſigns and circumſtances 
of it. He hears the voice of God | 
directing his ſervants to comfort 
his people, by proclaiming certain 


glad tidings which had been com- 
municatec to them. Theſe glad 


tidings were the tidings of the 
Goſpel. The perſons to whom 


they. firſt came were Zacharias, the 


_ bleſſed Virgin, Simeon, and Anna, 
| who compoſed ſacred ſongs upon 
the occaſion, and ſpake of Meſ- 
| ſiah's advent eto all ſuch as looked 


; O e 6 for | 


* * Luke | Il, 38. 


1 os Conſe drations on the Lift and Death 


src. IV. 4 for redemption i in Jeruſalem *.” 
| — The ſame tidings were afterwards 
=_— publiſhed by the Baptiſt, then by 
5 Chriſt himſelf and his apoſtles, and 
ll have been ever ſince preached by 

| their ſucceſſors, whoſe commiſſion = 
all runs— Comfort ye, comfort 


„„ 2 2 ye „ to us; 
LEE alem, and cry unto her, 

| 5 bb bat her warfare is accom- 
= ̃ ¼ — ber iniquity 
f 2 perdened; for ſhe bath 
3 Teceived of the Lord's hand 


| 5 double for all n fi ns. 
| "Cues news ſhould be was 
| With a ſuitable aſpect and accent. 


The 
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The manner mould correſpond Sec. IV. 
with the matter. Speak ye com- e 
„ fortably,” or, as it is in the 
Hebrew) hraſeology, „ to the 


<« heart of Jeruſalem ;” let your 
words be as cordials, to revive and 


chear her in the midſt of her for- 
rows and ſufferings. The topics 


of conſolation, to be inſiſted on, 


are three. Firſt, * Her warfare,” 
or © appointed ſervice, is en | 
„ pliſhed ;” the days of her con- 


tinuance under the yoke of bon- 


dage are expired; the fulneſs of 
time is come, for her paſling from 
that ſtate into the glorious liberty 


of the ſons of God; ſhe will now 


be relieved from duty, and diſ- 
miſſed from the ſtation on which 
| the hath fo long watched, in ex- 
. peRation of the promiſed redemp- 


QF 2; 1 tion: ö 
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src. IV. tion; ſhe will be 0 delivered out | 
. 0 of the hands of her enemies, to 
e ſexve God without fear.” Se- 
condly, © Her i iniquity is pardon- | 
ey” the expiation is about to 
be made, which all her ſacrifices _ 
and luſtrations prefigured, which 
all her prophets foretold ; „„ 
bleſſed perſon is born, in whom — 3 
God is well pleaſed, both grant- 
ing and accepting repentance unto | 
„ ſalvation by the remiſſion of 
« ſins,” that men may be © juſti- 
„ fied from all things from which 
| © they could not be juſtified py 
_ « the law of Moſes,” although men 
were juſtified UNDER that diſ- 
penſation, through faith in him 
that was then to come, according 
do the Goſpel preached before un- 
to Abraham. T hirdly, « She hath 
* received - 
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« received of the Lord's hand Sec. IV. 

double for all her ſins;“ ſhe. 
| hath received greater benefits than 
| ſhe had deſerved puniſhments ; 
5 mercy hath rejoiced againſt judg- 
ment; where fin abounded, grace 


15 hath ſu e 


— 


3* T be voice RO, him that crieth 


in the wilderneſs, prepare 
ye the Way of the Lord, 


nate ftraight in the deſart 


a bigh way for our wed 


184 IAH, while reciting the 
divine injunctions to thoſe whoſe 


office it ſhould be to © comfort 


Jeruſalem,” ſeemeth to break 
off ſuddenly, as one interrupted | 
in his diſcourſe by the ſound of 
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ssc. IV. 4 wolce And as if he had liſ- 


. 


tened, and perceived it to be the 


ſound of that voice which ſo many 
prophets and kings had deſired to 
hear, and had not heard it, name- 


ly, the voice proclaiming the ac- 5 
tual incarnation of Meſſiah, he 


breaks forth in tranſport, The 85 
voice of him that crieth in the 


 & wilderneſs!” 


Hark! 1 glad 1 voice the lonely deut . 
chears; 1 . 
Prepare the way! a God, A | God ap. 5 
| pears. 5 : 


The voice 3 thus founded in 


© Þ: 6 Far . being che Meſſiah, or 


Elias, or one of the old Prophets, I: 


m nothing but a voice ; a ſound, that, 
© as ſoon as it has expreſſed the thought 
„of which it is the ſign, dies into air, 
0 and i is known no more,” FENELON. 


the 
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N 
45 
4 


: the pr rophet S ears, ſo long before 556 IV. 

it was really heard upon the earth, — 

* was that of the Baptiſt, who, at 

| the proper ſeaſon, was ſent, to 

diſpoſe the hearts and affections of 
men for the reception of their 
Saviour, when he mould make 
his appearance: 1 5 8 


4 Dry Bel 22 ks oh 
aud every mountain and 
Bill made low: and the 
crooked ſhall be made 
| ſtraight, and the rough 85 
_ Plain. 


Tur SE are the words of the 
prophet himſelf, unfolding the 

counſels of God concerning the 
manner in which Meſſiah's king- 


dom ſhould be eſtabliſhed i in the 
e world, 


| Conf derations on 1 the Life and Death ; 


sꝛe 6. Iv. world, and the alterations. which 


muſt neceſſarily take place, - in or- 
der to that end. © Every valley 
mall be exalted ; to the poor 
in ſpirit, the lowly and contrite 


| fouls, the Goſpel ſhall be preached, 


and they ſhall be exalted in faith 
and hope — “ and every mountain 
V and hill made low ;” on the con- 
trary, pride of every kind, and in 
every ſhape, exalting itſelf whether 
in judaical phariſaiſm, or in gen- 
tile philoſophy, againſt the know 
lege of God, ſhall be made low, 
and ſubdued to the obedience of 
' Chriſt : . and the crooked ſhall be 


e made ſtraight ;” truth and rec- 


titude ſhall ſucceed to error and t | 
depravity—* and the rough places | 


__ © plain,” every thing that offend- 


eth ſhall Lag removed, and all diffi- F 
: culties 


culties and inequalities ſmoothed, See. IV. 


till unanimity and uniformity pre- os 


vail. Thus ſhall the way be pre- 
pared for the King of Righteoul- 
neſs to viſit his people, to dwell 
in them, and to walk among them. 


5. Aud the ing of the Lord ſhall . 
Be revealed, and all fleſh 
hall fee it together; for 
the mouth of the Lo 4 = 
hath Jpoken =. A 


IMMEDIATELY after the procla- 
mation 2nd preparation | made by 
the Baptiſt, the Divinity was re- 
vealed in human nature, God was 
manifeſted in the fleſh, ſeen and 
converſed with by all ranks and 
degrees of men, high and low, ·. 
rich and poor, Jews and Gentiles, | 
P Phariſees 
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E Sl. W. Phariſees and Saducees, publicans 
Z and ſinners. The accompliſhment _ 
1 of this part of Ifaiah's prophecy is 
exactly related by St. John the 
Evangeliſt, in the following terms; 
The word was made fleſh, and 
„ dwelt among us, and we bebeld 1155 
his GLORY, the glory as of the 
V only begotten of the Father, full fn 
« of grace and truth*” n 
Tavs we have ſeen under whe 
character the Baptiſt is held forth 
to us in the predictions of the 
prophets concerning him, as one 
who ſhould go before Meſſiah in 
the ſpirit and power of Elias, to 
proclaim and prepare the way for 
the advent of God j incarnate, How | 
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miniſtry, he filled up this charac- 
ter, will appear in the ſubſequent 


of WA | J 0 H N the BAPTIS T. 


perfectly, during the courſe of his Sec. IV. 
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Sc. V. 


Confiderations on the Life and Death | 


8 E 0 TION 2 


5 Conf. derations on the appearance, doc- 


— and baptiſm 7 St. Jobs. 5 
. HE days of. St. Jeb s re- 


1 tirement were now ended, 
and he was to exchange the pes 


ſures of contemplation for the far 
different ſcenes of an active life; 


to behold, with grief and indigna- 
tion, the ſins and follies of man- 


kind, the ſight of which muſt 


needs be more grating and afflict- 


ing to his righteous ſoul, than a 
garment of camel's hair could be 
to his body; to encounter the 


oppoſition 


N — LE API 


the FL 6 2 FO Sf 18 r „„ e 
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of S.. Jon N the Bay T IST. | 


when charity dictates an attend- 


Yer let it be b that St. 


<« the word of God came to him in 


. the wilderneſs *,” and commiſ- 


ſioned 
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oppoſition of a world that would Sec. V 
be ſure to take arms againſt him, 
from the moment in which he 
| ſtood forth a preacher of repen- 
| tance and reformation, But no 
good could be done to others in 
ſolitude, no converts could be 
made in the deſarts; and he muſt 
therefore quit even the moſt refin- 
cd and exalted of intellectual en- 
joyments, as every miniſter of -- 
| Chriſt ſhould be ready to do, 


ance on the neceſſities of his fel- 
tow creatures. | 


= John was thirty years of age, when 
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fioned him to enter upon his mi- 
_ niſtry ; ; and the holy Jeſus like- 
wiſe was of the ſame age, when 
inaugurated to his office, by the 
viſible deſcent of the Spirit upon 
him at his baptiſm; to intimate, 
perhaps, that neither the exigen- 
cies of mankind, nor a conſciouſ- _ 
_ neſs of abilities for the work, can _ 
be pleaded as a ſufficient warrant = 
for a man to run before he is ſent, 
and take the ſacred office upon 
| himſelf, without a regular and 
lawful call. The inſtitutions of 
God are not without a reaſon, and 
he will not be ſerved by the breach 


| of his commandments, _ 


Tux place to which the Baptiſt 
firſt repaired is ſtyled © the wilder- 
«© neſs of I . a Funny not 


like 
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off St. Joux the BAPTIST, 


like the vaſt and uninhabited de. 8 src. V 


farts in which he was educated, 
but one thinly peopled, a compa- 
rative wilderneſs, choſen by him 
on account of it's bordering on the 
river. Hither the inhabitants of 
the neighbouring cities and vil- 
lages preſently flocked in great 
| numbers, attracted by the uncom- 
mon ſanctity of the new preacher, 
who thus came forth, on a ſudden, 
from the deſarts, like one from 
another world, without any con- 
nections in this, that no attach- 
ment might take him off from the 
or any 


duties of his high calling, 


way impede him in the exerciſe of 
it; ſince a man's worſt foes have 
often been thoſe of his own houſ- 
hold, and the ties of fleſh and 
| blood have been known to prevail, 
e where 
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| Co deration on the Life and Death 


. where tyrants have threatened and 
” inflicted tortures, without effect. 
And as there is nothing ſo directly 
oppoſite to the profeſſion of a 


' prophet, nothing which ſo ſoon or 
ſo effectually ſullies his reputation, 


as a tendency to indulgence and 


ſenſuality ; in him, who was more 


than a prophet *, ve muſt ex- 
pect to find a perfect crucifixion : 
of the fleſh, with it's affections 
and luſts. What went ye out 
into the wilderneſs to ſee? A 


man clothed in ſoft raiment ? 


No, the very reverſe ; a man, like 
his predeceſſor Elijah, coarſely at- 


tired; © his raiment of camel's 


"9 bale with a. leathern girdle 
6 avout his loins ;* and content 


0 Matt xi. 9 9. +4; Ibid, X1, * 


. with 


of 9. Joux the Baris . 


with the plaineſt food that nature Src. V. 
could provide for him; © his 
cc meat, locuſts, and i" 


121 


4 ney*;” a man, whoſe perſon, 


habit, and manner of life, were 
themſelves Aa ſermon, and the b eſt : 


illuſtration of the doctrine he was 


about to teach; a proper perſon 


to prepare the way for Chriſt, and . 


Introduce the law to the goſpel ; 


to ſhew men what effect the one 
ought to have upon them, in order 
to diſpoſe them for the bleſſings of 


the other; that mercy might ſave 
from the wrath which juſtice had 


| denounced, and Jeſus comfort 
thoſe whom Moſes had cauſed to 


mourn. 


Tux actions of a prophet, who 
appears, like the Baptiſt, with an 


* Matt iii. 4. 
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8 


- « his mother's womb *.“ But who 
| doth not here perceive, evidently 
marked out, the oppoſition be- 
: tween Ry and the Paw of 


< 25 Wee, on the - Life and Death : 


sec. v. extraordinary miſſion, though theß 
are not to be imitated by us ac- 
cording to the letter, may yet con- 
vey a moral of general uſe, There 
is no obligation upon us to be 
clothed with camel”'s hair, and to 
cat /ocuſts and wild honey, nor are 
we commanded to abſtain wholly _ 
from wine, as St. John did, ac- “ 
cording to the prediction of the : 
angel concerning him, delivered at 
the annuntiation of his birth, He 
„ ſhall drink neither wine nor 
« ſtrong drink, and ſhall be filled 


« with the Holy Ghoſt even from 


» Luke i L 1 3. 


holineſs, 


P ⁰˙ ˙ . ˙·¹¾] A rn, 


MIT 
— TING EEE: = 
„ n 


of 8. Jou the Bar Ter. 


* Wild, i. 4. + I Cor. X11. 3. 
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be and the impoſtbility of Src V. 
their dwelling together under the 
ſame roof? © Into a malicious 

ſoul wiſdom ſhall not enter, nor 

« dwell in a body that is ſubject 

«to fin. For the holy ſpirit of 

m0 diſcipline will flee deceit, and 5 
remove from thoughts that are 

I without vnderſtanding, and will 
e not abide when unrighteouſneſs 
bo cometh | in *.“ As, therefore, 
no man can ay chat Jeſus is the 
« Lord, but by the Holy Ghoſt +7 
who ſpeaks in the ſcriptures, who 
enlightens our underſtandings to 
interpret them, and who gives au- 

thority as well as ability to preach 

that great truth revealed in them, 
every miniſter of. Chriſt, who ſuc. 
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1 24 Conf derations on the Life and Death . 


sie. v. ceeds the Baptiſt in the bleſſed : 
> work of calling men to ſalvation, 
* ſhould mortify the luſts of the 
fleſh, that the graces of the Spirit 


may live and grow in him. 


By a thorough mortification of 
ihe fleſh, St. John had gained a 
7 compleat victory over the world, 
Which had nothing in it that he 
wanted. And herein conſiſted that 
greatneſs of his character foretold 
He ſhall be great 
Lin the ſight of the Lord *. 
- Earthly pageantry engages not the | 


by the angel; 


attention of the ſpirits above, un- 
leſs it be to pity ſuch as ſet their 
hearts upon it. They diſcerned 
ſomething more truly great in the 


perſon of the Baptiſt, when he 


Like 3. 15. 


came 
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came forth from che deſarts, than Sre. v. 


in that of a triumphant monarch, 
at the head of his victorious army. 


gBehold,“ faith our Lord, © they 
that wear ſoft clothing are in 
„ the kings' houſes ;“ look for 


them among the attendants upon 


the princes of this world, and not 


among my ſervants. They who 5 
_ thirſt after temporal honours and 


advantages, muſt go where ſuch. 
things are to be had. And let 
them go. any where, rather than 
come. into the church, with theſe 


diſpoſitions. For he who would 


perſuade others to deſpiſe the 
world, while the love of it ap- 
pears to direct and govern all his 


own e can expect no better 


* Matt. xi. 8. | 
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xc. V. ſucceſs than it may be ſuppoſed St. 
peter would have met with, had 
he invited thoſe, who ſtood wit 
him round the fire in the high 
prieſt's hall, into the ſervice of 
that maſter, whom they had juſt 


before heard him deny. When 


thou art converted, ſtrengthen = 
- . thy brethren Fe attempt not | 
0 do it till then, leſt thou not 
only fall into condemnation thy- 


ſelf, but lay a ſtumbling block in 
the way of the weak, and cauſe 
the name of God and his goſpel to 

be thus blaſphemed through thy 


double- mindedneſs, while thy life 
is at variance with thy doctrine. 


He who undertakes to reprove the 


world, muſt be one whom the - 


* Loke xxl, 3 2. ; 


world 
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world cannot reprove. All eyes Sr c. V. 
will be upon him; his actions, his e 
words, his very geſtures and looks 
will be obſerved and canvaſſed by 
his ſharp- ſighted enemies. It will 
therefore behove one, ſo expoſed 
on all ſides, to abſtain from the 
| leaſt appearance of evil, to ſtand 
at the utmoſt diſtance from temp- 
tation, and to prevent even the 
poſſibility of a ſuſpicion. The axe 
muſt be laid to the root, and the 
| paſſions mortified, till the man 
f become, in the emphatical lan- . 
guage of ſcripture, © dead to 1 
* ſin , as a corpſe is to the 
delights and concerns of life. 
The dead know not any thing, 5 
« neither have they any more a 
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128 Cone derations on the Life and Death |, 
src. V. « portion in any thing that i is done 8 
under the n — — 
| STRANGE, therefore, as St. 
John's appearance and manner of 

life might at firſt ſeem, they were 
- preſently explained, when he be- 

gan to preach a doctrine harſh and 
diſtaſteful to fleſh and blood, as 

the garment he wore, and the 
food on which he ſubſiſted. Re- 
<« pent ye ;” that is, Be converted, » | 

or changed, in heart and mind, in © 
principle and practice, from error 

to truth, from ſin to righteouſneſs, 
from the fleſh to the Spirit, from 
the world to God ; © for the king- | 
dom of heaven is at hand + 55 F 
a new and heavenly kingdom is 
: about to be ſet up. . you, | 


* Ecclel. ix, 5, 6 + Luke 3 ill, 2. 
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with new and heavenly laws, un- sxc. * 
der a new and heavenly king, the 
promiſed Meſſiah; and none but 
men of new and heavenly tempers 

and diſpoſitions can Poſſibly be- 


come the ſubjects of it. I am the 5 


perſon commiſſioned to prepare 
you for your happy change, by 
calling you to repentance, and to 
my baptiſm, which is the bap- : 
<« tiſm of repentance, for the re- 
„ miſſion of fins *,“ through faith 
in him © who cometh after me,” 
to confer pardon and forgiveneſs. 
1 am the meſſenger foretold by 
Malachi and Iſaiah, ſent in this 
manner to prepare the way of him 
who is your King, your Lord, and 


your God, now ready to be re- 
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28 on the Life ind Death 


Sue. V. vealed, as the Saviour of men. 
en PA Repent ye, for the kingdom of 
5 „ heaven is at hand.“ ＋ hus did 


St. John lay the foundations of 


the evangelical edifice 1 in mortifi- 
cation and ſelf-denial ; nor did his 
bleſſed Maſter afterward propoſe 

the glories of a crown to any but 

_ thoſe who ſhould be ready to take 
up their crols in the way to them. 


THE appearance of ſandtity, put = 


on by every impoſtor, is a proof 
of the influence, which it hath, 
when genuine and unaffected, over 
the minds of men. The preacher 
will always be attended, who con- 


forms to his own doctrine, and 


_ exemplifies it in his life, be that 
doctrine ever ſo rigid. No ſooner | 
was it known, that John, the ſon 

of Zacharias, was come forth from 
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the deſarts, und had” begun to Sec. V. 


preach, but * there went out un- 
4 to him Jeruſalem, and all Judea, 
and all the region round about 
Jordan, and were baptized of 
e him in Jordan, confeſſing their 
« ſins *. The diſcourſes of the 
Baptiſt were ſharp and piercing as 
lancets. He applied them home 
to the human heart, ſwollen with 
pride, and full of i iniquity, And 
indeed, much anxiety and wretch- 
edneſs might be relieved, much 
deſpair and ſuicide might be pre- 
vented among us of this land, if 
the members of our church would 
but follow her direction, and as 
often as their minds were oppreſ- 
ſed, and they could not quiet their 


* Matt. iii. 5. . 
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Confi derations on the Life and Death 


own conſciences, go « to ſome 


« diſcreet and learned miniſter of 
“God's word, and open their 
grief, that they might receive 
© the benefit of abſolution, toge- 
< ther with Rory counſel and 


2M advice,” 


. * and goodneſs of =_ 
7 God are ſeen in his manner of pro- b 
Portioning his aids to the exigen- 
cies of his people, and raiſing up 
reformers, when religion moſt. 
needs their help, to revive the true 
ſpirit of it among men. If we 
view the ſtate of things in Judea 
at two different periods, we ſhall 
ſoon perceive how ſeaſonably Eli- 
jah was ſent at one time, and John 
the Baptiſt, that ſecond Elijah, at 
another. Each was an aera of 
diſtinguiſhed corruption, but cor- 


ruption 
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ruption of a different ſpecies. Du- Sec. V. 
ring the former, idolatry was the 
_ faſhionable error, which had found 
it's way into the court, and over- 
ſpread the face of the church. The 
characteriſtics of the latter were, 
on the one hand, a phariſaical hy- 
Pocriſy, a boaſt of moral rectitude, 
which exiſted only! in theory, ank! 
a vain confidence in a law which 

nobody obſerved; on the other, 

a Sadducean infidelity, oppoſed to 
the national faith and hope, deny- 
ing a reſurrection, and future ſtate 


end 


of retribution. Elijah reclaimed 


the people from the worſhip of 
Baal to that of the true God ; John 
called his hearers from anbelief 
hypocriſy, and vice, to faith and 


holineſs. 


| AN | 
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src. V. 


Conf derations on the Life and Death 5 


AN ambaſſador of heaven, ſent 
to o preach truth to thoſe who are 
captivated by error, and righteouſ- 
| neſs to thoſe who are enamoured 
of fin, will never proceed far in 
the diſcharge of his truſt, unleſs 
he be endued with a fervent zeal _ 
for the cauſe and the honour of 
him that ſent him. Every holy 
perſon | is not bleſſed with a ſpirit, 
any more than he is inveſted with 


a commiſſion, to appear in a pub- 


lic capacity, to reprove rulers and 
kings, to look an angry world in 
the face, and overcome all the 
oppoſition it can raiſe againſt him. 
| Zeal, without holineſs to ſupport 
it, like a meteor, will blaze and 
expire. Zeal, without knowlege to 
limit and direct it, will waſte and 


: deſtroy, like the element from the 


effect - 
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Y effect of which i it takes i it's name, IT * 
when that has burſt it's bounds, Do 
and rules where it ought to be in 
ſubjection. But when knowlege 
and holineſs are firſt obtained, it is 


zeal which muſt quicken and dif- 


light +," 5 89 zeal was tem- 


pered with knowlege, for it gave 
Light; and his knowlege was ac- 
tuated by zeal, for it was Burning 


* Eccleſ, Alviii, 1. + John v. 35. 


as 


fuſe them, as the ſun doth light 
and heat, for the benefit of the 
univerſe. Then ſtood up Elias 
« the prophet as fire,” faith the 
ſon of Sirach, © and his word 
« burnt like a lamp *.“ And our 
Lord, ſpeaking of the Baptiſt, 
1 gives this account of him, He 
was a burning and a ſhining 
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Conſiderations on the Life and Death 
as well as Shining. His ſermons _ 
came warm from the heart of the 
© ſpokes, and therefore found their 
way to that of the hearer, which 
was inflamed by them with the 
love, as his underſtanding was en- 
_ lighted with the ge of hea- 

venly things. 

LET us view and compare to- 
gether the zeal of Elijah, exerted 


before idolatrous Iſrael aſſembled 


at mount Carmel, and that diſ- 
played by St. John, when he ſaw 
the Phariſees and Sadducees come 
to his baptiſm. 
Fox the ſins of the people, and 5 

the iniquities of the prince, in the 
days of Elijah *, heaven was cloſed 
over their heads, the RO of 


. see I Kings: xvii, & vii. 
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rain and dew were withheld, till the See. V 


N divine author of them ſhould be 
again acknowleged, and famine 


ſtalked through the land, preach- 


ing repentance as ſhe went. Iſrael 


felt the wound, but owned not the 


hand that inflicted it. 


The Al- 


mighty had conſtituted the Pro- 


phet his vicegerent, and enjoined 
the elements to ſecond him in the 
Ahab and 
his ſubjects, inſtead of conſulting 


work of reformation. 


Elijah about the removal of their 


calamities, regarded him as the 
| occaſion of them, and the ſole 
« troubler of Iſracl.” At the com- 
mand of God, he preſents himſelf 
and tells him 
plainly, << Thon art the man,” 


before the king, 


Iſrael 1s convened at mount Car- 


mel, and reproved. 
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eye between two opinions: 2: If 


— 0 Jehovah be God, follow him. 
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But if Baal, then follow him.” _ 
The falſe prophets appear on the 
ſide of Baal and his kindred idols, 
to the number of nine hundred 
and fifty: on the ſide of the true 
God, Elijah ſtands ſingle. The 
trial is made, and the grand queſ- 
tion determined by a viſible token 
of the divine preſence. The na- 
tion returns to it's duty, idolatry 
18 puniſhed in it's votaries, the 
heaven gives rain, and the earth Fo 
brings forth her increaſe. FF 
O the banks of Jordan we | 
behold, in the perſon of St. John“, 
another Elijah, reproving the peo- 
ple of Iſrael, again departed from 


; * See Matt. ji. 77 &c. 
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the Lord their God, while ſome, 8 


as the Phariſees, were hypocrites, - 


and others, as the Sadducees, were 


unbehevers. Equally a ſtranger 
| to fear and partiality, and endued ; 
with a prophetical power of diſ- 
cerning that ſerpentine ſubtlety 
and malignity which lurked under 
a ſpecious outſide, he rebukes them 
ſharply, if by any means he might 
convince them of fin, and lead 
them to true repentance, 1 
* generation of vipers, who hath 
warned you to flee from the 
„ wrath to come: * You, who 
ſeem to have taken poſſeſſion of 
the inheritance, as if Meſſiah would 
never appear to claim it; you, 
who truſt in yourſelves that you 
are righteous, and deſpiſe others; 
come . to me, to be baptized 
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with publicans and ſinners ? What | 
can be the reaſon of all this? il 
What can be your motive? The 


buſineſs in hand i is not one to | be ; 


 trifled with. Hypocriſy has no 


place here; nor will the external 


_ ſhew, without the internal work, - 


in this caſe, avail to any thing, 


but condemnation. ** Bring forth 
0G * therefore fruits meet for repen- 5 
e tance :** be not barren, but 


bring forth bring forth not 
a leaves only, or fair profeſſions, pr 83 
miſes, and deſigns, but © fruits,” 


or good deeds; and ſuch as may be 
« worthy” of the tree on which 


they grow; ſuch as may advance 
to maturity, and ripen into holi- 
neſs, «And think not to ſaß 
„within yourſelves, We have 


1 Abraham to our father :” many 


will 5 


8 


1 
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ject. Nor let the conſideration, 


that Meſſiah has ſo long delayed 
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Will hereafter ſay that, to little Sec. v. 
purpoſe. A deſcent from the loins 1 
of Abraham will profit none, but 

thoſe who are like Abraham. His 
true children are reckoned by 
faith, not conſanguinity. Imagine 
not that the favour of heaven is 
5 hereditary and indefeaſible in the 
line of Abraham according to the 
fleſh, or that the divine promiſes 
muſt fail, if not made good to 
you; for 1 fay unto you, that 
God is able of theſe ſtones to 
« raiſe up children unto Abra- | 
« ham ; by the power of his 
grace he can make converts ot 
nations at preſent utterly barren, 
unfruitful, obdurate, who ſhall | 
inherit the bleſſing which you re- 
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his coming, induce you to be 

careleſs and negligent : © for now 
Eis the axe laid to the root of the 
«tree: believe me, he is at hand; N 
your trial will ſoon be over, and 
your fate determined; the deciſive 


and irremediable ene will be 


ſtruck, if not prevented by a 
| timely repentance, a ſpeedy and 
real change of heart and manners; 
every tree which bringeth not 

forth good fruit ſhall be cut 
down and caſt into the fire.” 

Hitherto God hath born with your 

errors and iniquities, but he will 

do ſo no longer. The law hath 
been given, and the prophets have 
been ſent; but they are not re- 
garded; and therefore he is coming, 
after whom no other meſſenger is 
to be expected from above. 
will _ 
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will be the Saviour of all, who, sxc. V. 
from a ſenſe of their ſins, ſhall be 
ready to embrace him as ſuch. 
I am not that perſon, but the leaſt 
and loweſt of his ſervants, ſent 
before to give notice of his ap- 
_ proach, and prepare you to receive 
him. I indeed baptize you with | 
« water unto repentance ;” but it 
it is he who muſt grant remiſſion of 
fins repented of; © he that cometh 
after me is 2 than I, 
_ whoſe ſhoes I am not worthy to 
: Ke bear; he brings with him al- 
9 mighty power from on high, to 
pardon ſins, and confer grace; 
dhe ſhall baptize you with the 
„Holy Ghoſt and with fire,” to 
ſanctify your natures, to purify, 
enlighten, and inflame your hearts 
with the deſire and love of celeſtial 
objects. 
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src. v. objects. At his appearance, he 5 
will try and make manifeſt the 
deinper and diſpoſitions of men.. 
Deceit and hypocriſy ſhall not 


ſtand before him. „His fan 18 


„ in his hand, and he will tho- ; 
Dn roughly purge his floor,” ſifting | 
and winnowing that which is good 
from that which ſeems to be Jo; 
and he will gather his wheat into 
is garner,” "tranſlate to heaven 
all that is pure, ſubſtantial, and ; 
fruitful; © but he will burn uß 
c the chaff, ” whatſoever is falla- 
cious, light, empty, and barren, 
1 with unquenchable fire,“ in hell. 
Sven a diſcourſe from ſuch a Þ 
perſon occaſioned great ſearchings 4 
in the hearts of the people. The, 5 
found all the vain opinions and | 
3 preſuraptions, on which my had 
been 7, 
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been accuſtomed to rely, ſuddenly src. V 
taken from them, and nothing — 
left, but to put themſelves forth- 5 
with under the direction of ſo holy 
and heavenly a preacher. With 
fear and trembling they applied 
to him, as the affrighted gaoler 
afterwards did to Paul and Silas 
ſaying, << What ſhall we lo - 8 
then * 2% And when a penitent 
will aſk advice of his ſpiritual | bi 
guide, with a determined reſolu. 
tion to follow it, he is not far od 
from the kingdom of God. He is : 
ſenſible of his diſeaſe ; and that, 
in the maladies of the mind, is 
half the cure. St. John, in his 
anſwer, enjoins not legal, but 
_ evangelical ſacrifices, exhorting his 
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converts to ſhew the ſincerity 3 
their converſion by loving their 
neighbours and relieving their ne- 
ceſſities, as God had loved and 
8 relieved them. © He that hath 
two coats, let him! impart to him 
& that hath none ; and he that hath 
meat let hi do likewiſe.” Theſe 
works of feeding and clothing the 
poor, including all other acts of 
meercy under them, are mentioned, . 
as being the moſt neceſſary and in- 
diſpenſable; and he,” ſays a pious 
vVriter upon this paſſage, who is 
not moved with his brother's mi- 
« ſery, deſerves to find God un- 
1 moved with his own.“ 
Ano others that came to be 
| vapiived; wore ſome F-blicans, or 
tax-gatherers; a ſet of men, whoſe 


employment rendered them odi- 


ous, 
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ous, as it often tempted them to Sxc. V. 
court the favour of thoſe who em- 
ployed them, or to gratify their 
own avarice, by fieecing the peo- 
pale. Theſe alſo were importunate 
with St. John, ſaying, And 
K what ſhall we do? And he faid ST 
5 unto them, Exact no more than 
« that which is appointed you.“ ; 
The reflections of the writer above- 
cited, upon this caſe of the pub- 
| Hicans, and the following one of 
| the ſoldiers, are fo extremely ſen- 
ſible, judicious, and pertinent, that 
the reader will have an obligation 
to me, for preſenting 1 With 
them, nearly as 1 find them. A 
vViſe preacher, like St. John, ſhould 

diſtinguiſh the abuſes of any ſtate 
or condition of life from the con- 
dition itſelf; he ſhould be ſo far 

| : 1 5 from 
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148 Conf erations on tbe Life and Death 
src. v. from diſturbing either the peace of 


private conſciences, or the public |] 
repoſe, by condemning neceſſary |] 
employments, that he ought care- | 
fully to promote both, by con- | 
tenting himſelf with only retrench- | 
ing the diſorders and injuſtice of |} 
| thoſe who exerciſe them. To be |! | 
exact in not permitting any abuſes |! 

in employments of this nature, is 


to ſerve the ſtate: and thoſe looſe 

cCaſuiſts, who allow and authorize | 
them, are pernicious to govern- 

ments, by rendering theſe employ- = 

ments odious to the people, by © 

_ favouring their murmurings, by 
encouraging acts of injuſtice, and 
thereby giving occalion to rebellion. 
and revolt, 
And the ſoldiers ld of 
« him, Yang: And what ſhall we 
e 
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— — do ? And he ſaid unto them, Sec. V 
Do violence to no man, neither 


« accuſe any falſely, and ve con- 


ca tent with your wages.“ St. 
85 John here, in the laſt place, regu- 
lates the duties of military perſons, 
and ſhews, that no condition is ex, 


cluded from ſalvation. The buſi- 


neſs of war is not in itſelf at all 
oppoſite thereto; ſince there have 
been not only Chriſtian ſoldiers, but 
even great ſaints, and generous mar- 
tyrs, of that profeſſion. If all war 
was contrary to the Goſpel, St. | 
John would not have allowed 
thoſe, who preſented themſelves be- 
fore him, to continue in that ſtate, 
However, it is certainly full of ob- 
ſtacles to ſalvation, which are with 
> difficulty ſurmounted. 


which is generally embraced either 
out 


A ſtate, 
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$66. \ V. out of paſſion, or libertiniſm, or 
through a blind deſtination of birth, 
the exerciſes whereof are ſo violent _ 
and tumultuous, agrees but little 
with the exerciſes of chriſtianity, 
or the ſpirit of the Goſpel, which 
is all peace, charity, and meekneſs. 
It is notwithſtanding juſt and ne- 
cCeſſary, that there ſhould be men 
to defend the ſtate ; but it is ſtill. 6 
more juſt and necelfary, that this 
ſhould not be done at the expence | 
of ſalvation. The grace of God | 
can do every thing: this is what 
ought to comfort thoſe who intend | 
| 1 to ſerve him, in ſerving their King - 
BB 
| 


and country *.” 
OE cannot but OY the 


| 5 general. agreement and harmony 
| 9 11  ® * Queue, 


es” 


1 87. Joux the Barri8 7. 261 


which ſeem to have prevailed, at Sgc. V. 
this time, among men, otherwiſe of RO 
tempers and diſpoſitions very dif- 
ferent from, and oppoſite to each 
other. Jews and Gentiles, Phari- 
ſees and Publicans, Sadducees and 
Soldiers, all confeſs their ſins, and 
participate of the ſame baptiſm; 
all ſtruck with apprehenſions of _ 
ſome impending evil, all flying 
from the wrath to come; forget- 
ting their mutual hoſtilities and 
antipathies, and, like the creatures 
in the days of Noah, taking re- 
fuge together in the AR k. As * 
the prophecy of Ifaiah had now 
begun to receive it's accompliſh- 
ment, the publicans, who, before 
the preaching of John, were raven- 
ous as evening © wolves,” became 
innocent as the lamb.” The 
_ ſoldiers, 
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See. I 5 nes, who had been formerly 5 
Yo fierce and cruel as the © lion,” be- | 
came tame and tractable as the | 
ox, and ſubmitted their necks | 
to the yoke of the Goſpel. Such | 
before their baptiſm, had been 
venemous as the © aſp,” or cock | 
* atrice,” did, by the worthy re- 
Ceiving of this. baptiſm, and the 
grace which God gave them, be- 
come mild and gentle as the | 
„ ſucking infant, or “ weaned 1 
* child *.“ - 
T uE concord thus 1 in 
Judea by the ſermons of St. John, 
and the tranquillity which the 


whole earth then enjoyed, ſitting 


quiet, as it were in expectation of 


gee the Works of Dr Thomas * 


fon. ü. 523. 


her 
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her Lord, betokened the manifeſ. Sac. V. 


tation of the prince of peace. 


Then cometh Jeſus from Ga- 


heck 


„ lilee to Jordan to John, to be 


* baptized of him *. After thirty 


years paſt in retirement at Naza- 


reth, the bleſſed Jeſus was now to 
break forth, like the ſun from a 


cloud, or a ſtream from the bowels. 


lebe end. roenlighen mankind | 
by his doctrine, and refreſh them 


with the influences of his grace. 


The mighty concourſe of all ranks £ 


and degrees of people attending St. 


John at the river Jordan, rendered 


that the fitteſt place where he 


might firſt ſhew himſelf to the 


world. He who knew no ſin, but : 


was to take away the ſins of all 


* Matt. iii. 13, Ke. 


. other 
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other men, preſented himſelf * 
the crowd of ſinners, as one of 
them, and ſolicited © the baptiſm ; 
« of: repentance,” not that water 
might ſanctify him, but that he 
might © ſanctify water to the . 


5 « tical waſhing away of ſin.” 


ConrounDED at the thought of 
the Maſter being baptized by the 
ſervant, St. John at firſt * forbad |. 

him, ſaying, I have need to be | 
a baptized of thee, and comeſt : 
thou to me? And Jeſus anſwer- | 
« ing ſaid unto him, Suffer it to i 
e be ſo now, for thus it becometh Þ 
aus to fulfil all righteouſneſs. = 
„Then he ſuffered him.” - Jeſus | 
| Chriſt, as condeſcending to ſtand Þ 
charged with our fins, and, to 
that end, being ol made under 


« * the 
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* righteouſneſs” of the law, as it 


conſiſted i in an obedience to cere- - 
% monial rites, as well as moral pre- 
! cepts. In the character and capa- 
city of our ſubſtitute, he under- 
went circumciſion, although he 
had no fin of his own to be cut off; 
and received baptiſm, although 5 
had no pollution of his own to be 
waſhed away. What Chriſtian can 
light the ordinances of the church, 
when he ſees the Redeemer, for his 
ſake, ſubmitting to oblerve them | 


all! 3 


No ſooner was ; Jeſus baptized. 
but he came up ſtraightway” 
out of the river, like another Jo- 
va, leading his people, rouge 


= Gal iv. 4. | 


2 55 
_ the law *.” was to fulfil the Sec. \ 
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src. v. the waters of Jordan, to the land 
ee promiſe. And as he was pray⸗- 
ing,“ doubtleſs for ſucceſs in te 
great work he had undertaken, | 
« Lo, the heavens were opened, 
and the Spirit of God,” encom- |} 
paſſed, we may preſume, with a 
blaze of glory, © deſcended in a 
a bodily ſhape like a dove,” ſpeak- 
ing better things than that of 
Noah. In this form, emblema- 
| tical of innocence and purity, it 
_ « lighted,” ſettled, and abode up- 
1 on him the Father thus conſe- 
crating him to his office, by 
L anointing him with the Holy 
Ghoſt and with power *,” as the 
legal miniſters were anointed with 
oil. And That no doubt might 
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ther explained by © a voice from = 
-&6 heaven,” ſaying, „This is my 


bus 


remain, the appearance was far- src. v. 


40 beloved Son, in whom I am 


well pleaſed.” Such are the 
bleſſings which, in effect, do al- 
ways attend the divine ſacraments, 
when duly adminiſtered, with pray. 
er. For then the heavens are open- 
ed, and the Spirit is given, to 
conform us to the image of a meek 
and holy Saviour, and, through 


him, to make us acceptable in 5 
| the eb of God. 5 
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SECTION VI. 


| Conſiderations on the teſtimony born by 
Sl. John, at different t1mes, to the : 


e 70 ; 
by HEN a ſervant of God, - if 
Y through the power of di- | 
vine grace, hath made ſome pro- 
ficiency in holineſs, and ſeeth the 
world and the fleſh under his feet, 
it is not uncommon for his third 
enemy, the devil, to ſet upon 
him, and prevail over him, by 
puffing him up with a conceit of 
his own excellency, and fo ren- 
dering his very attainments an oc- 
caſion of his falling. The hurt 


ste. vi. | 


of 8. Joun the Barris r. 


l a man receives, in ſuch a ste. VI. 


caſe, is proportionable to 170 
height from which he falls; 

hell was firſt prepared for the : 
tempter himſelf, becauſe he fell 8 


from heaven. 
Ir is not, e hs. leaſt 


conſpicuous part of St. John's . 


character, that a ſanctity ſo ex- 
traordinary was not in him accom- 
panied with any degree of pride, 
a worm which often cankers the 
faireſt fruits that grow in the gar- 
den of God. He heard his own 
praiſe echoed from every quarter, 
and “ all men,” ſtruck with ad- 
miration at what was about to 
happen, © muſed in their hearts 
e concerning him, whether he was 
me: Chriſt ®. ” Nay, the San- 
0 Luke j „„ 
hedrim, 
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ssc. VI. hedrim, that they might be re- 55 

>> ſolved in ſo important a point, ſent 
a formal deputation of © prieſts 

and Levites from Jeruſalem, to 

d enquire of him, Who art thou *.” 

As the Baptiſt was, at that time, 

in high repute among his country- 

men, and as ſecular deſigns are 

ſometimes covered with ſpiritual 

pretences, it is not impoſſible, but 

that they might hope to flatter him 

into an eee e of. his: 

being © ſome great one,” and to 
35 frame of him a Meſſiah adapted to 

their purpoſes. But John was 

neither ambitious of an honour 

which did not belong to him, nor : 

_ aſhamed of a Maſter, who was 

about to appear in the form of a 


* John N 9, Ec. 


ſervant. 
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« feſſed, I am not the Chriſt. And 


161 
| ſervant. He took no glory to him- Ssc. VI. | 
ſelf, but remitted it all where nge 
knew it to be due. He con- 

c feſſed, and denied not, but con- 


« they aſked him, What then ? 
Art thou Elias,” that is, Elijah 


| the Tiſhbite, whom they expected 
from heaven? © And he faith, I 


<6 am; nor. Art thou O c , 


te prophet,” meaning probably 


Jeremias, or one of the pro- 


4 phets,” whom, as it appears by 
Matt. XV1. 14. the Jews looked 
for to ariſe from the dead. And 


„ he anſwered, No. 9 


To all theſe enquiries, made by 
the prieſts and Levites deputed 
from the Sanhedrim, St. John re- 
turned anſwers which were true, 
but conciſe as poſſible, that they 
— might 
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Conf derations on the Life and Death ; 


5 ste. VI. might take no advantage of his 
85 — 


3 words, b being aware that they grew 
_ envious of his fame, jealous for 


their ow]n authority, and fearful of 


a Meſſiah, who would not anſwer 


their hopes, by s their 
avarice and ambition. Then 


« ſaid they to him, Who art thou, 


40 * that we wy Bee an FEE: to | 


« thaw Ef F ehyſelf? ? He faid, 1 am 


the voice of one crying in the 


: ” wilderneſs, Make ſtraight the 


way of the Lord, as ſaid the pro- 


* phet Eſaias.“ This was inform- 
ing them plainly enough, that the 
prophecies were ſoon to be accom- 
pliſhed by the manifeſtation of 
Meſſiah; and that repentance, ac- 
| cording to his doctrine and bap- 
tiſm, was the only preparation fit 


and 
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hi and neceſſary to be made, for the Sec, VI, 
reception of their King — 
„Tay who were ſent were of | 
the Phariſees,” and conſequently 
could not reliſh tidings which put 
an end to all their ſchemes of tem- 
poral dominion, and earthly gran- 
deur, inculcating, inſtead of them, 
the duties of mortification and ſelf- 
deenial. This was not heir ſyſtem; 
and many, in every age ſince, have 
been of the ſame opinion, not 
caring to receive Chriſt, unleſs he 
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came to them with the world in 
FB his hand. Finding, therefore, that 
" FF John had no vanity to be worked 


” upon, they had recourſe to other 
= meaſures, and began to diſpute his: 
2 = commiſſion to baptize ; + They | 
% aſked him, and ſaid unto him, 
1 * Why bapuzelt thou then, if 
. „VVV 
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164 Confiderations on the Life and Death 
src. VI. thou be not that Chriſt, nor 


„Elias, neither that prophet 7” FE: 
St. John's reply ſhews his own 


| humility, and, at the ſame time, 


bears teſtimony to the dignity of 


Jeſus. © I indeed baptize you 


with water;“ my baptiſm, like 
my preaching, 1 1s preparatory only, 1 
leading to another baptiſm of the 
Spirit, which ſhall cleanſe the ſouls 
of penitents from every thing that 


defileth, through faith in Meſſiah 


and his heavenly doctrine. And 
this Meſſiah is not afar off, as you 
may imagine him to be; © there 
| * ſtandeth one among you, whom 
. * ye know not;” he appears like 


other men, lowly, unattended, 


: undiſtinguiſhed ; he doth not, as 

yet, think proper to manifeſt his 
raul and glory 3 but hereafter 
you". 
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Z you will find him to be far other Sc. VI, 
than he ſeems. As to myſelf, of ' . 
whom ſome are pleaſed to entertain 
an high opinion, I am nothing : 
This is he, who, coming after me, 
e is preferred before me,” as much 
as the greateſt maſter is preferred be- 
1 fore the meaneſt of his ſervants, who 
is deemed unworthy to perform the 
leaſt office about his perſon ; „the 
e latchet of whoſe ſhoes I am not 
* worthy to unlooſe.” This teſti- 
mony did St. John give to the 
Saviour of the world, in the au- 
dience of the prieſts, and Levites, 
and the people, at Bethabara 
” © beyond Jordan, where he was 
baptizing.“ Intent upon hum 
bling himſelf, that his great Lord 
and Maſter might be exalted, he 
declared himſelf a meſſenger only, 
Ge ſent a 


e e ee 
7 3 
dl * meter? SIR 


— GR RIG —_— 
* —— — — 
—— — — — 


166 


 Confuerations on 1 the Life FF Death | 


see. VI. ſent to prepare his ways; and eve- 
OO ry thing in him, and about him, 


: ſpoke the fame language. 


„Tur next day,” an oppor- 


tunity offered itſelf of pointing out | 
the perſon of Jeſus to the people; 


„John ſeeth Jeſus coming unto 


„ him,” probably, to acknowledge 
him as his friend, relation, and 
5 precurſor ; „1 and ſaith, Behold 
the Lamb of God, which taketh 
away the ſin of the world :” 
Behold that bleſſed perſon pre- 
figured in the law, and foretold by 
the prophets 3 one that is all meek- 
neſs and innocence, patience and | 
reſignation, without offence in his | 
mouth, without guile or malice in 
his heart, without ſpot or blemiſh 
in ſoul or body ; the Lamb, which 
Abraham told his ſon Iſaac, that 
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= ginning 5 
children of men, full of grace and 
truth; of divine glory, and celeſtial 
beauty. 


of St. Joux the BAPTIST. 


This, O all 


7 


God would i in time provide; the Sec. VI. 
Lamb, by the ſprinkling of whoſe 
blood, true Iſraelites are preſerved 
from the deſtroyer ; the ſacrifice, 
on which are laid the iniquities 
of us all; the Saviour, who, by 
expiating, taketh away the fin of 
the world, and conferreth righte- 5 
ouſneſs on them that will believe in 
him, and accept it from him, being 
conformed to his example of meek- 
neſs and lowlineſs. 
| ye that behold him, © this is he 
of whom ] ſaid, after me cometh 
* a man which is preferred before 
me, for he was,” he exiſted, ages 
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<« before me,” even from the be- 


he is fairer than the 


Ts. 
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To guard againſt any ſuſpicion FE 


' of colluſion * "between two per- 


ſons, who, as relations, might be 
ſuppoſed to act in concert, and 
favour each other's pretenſions, St. 


John adds, © And 1 knew him 


e not, but he that ſent me to bap- t 


c tize with water, the ſame ſaid 


«*« unto me, Upon whom thou ſhalt 
s ſee the Spirit deſcending and re- 
maining on him, the ſame is ge 


« which baptizeth with the Holy j 
40 Ghoſt.“ | = | I 
FROM this paſſage we - ares, 


that the viſible deſcent of the Spi- 


Tit was the ſign given to St. John, 


_ ® See the impoſſibility of any ſuch 


= | colluſion fully demonſtrated by the Reve- 
rend Mr. Bell, in his exact and elaborate 


Enquiry into the Divine Miſſions of John 1 
i che N and JOE? Chriſt, _ 


LO 
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ſus, therefore, came to be baptized, 


St. John had no knowlege of his 
perſon. But, probably, on making 
the enquiries, uſual at baptiſm, in- 
to his profeſſion, name, and place 
of abode, and finding likewiſe, 


169 
whereby he was to know the Meſ- src. VI. 
ſiah. Jeſus was brought up at . 
Nazareth; St. John was educated 

in the deſarts; and it ſeems to have 

been ſo ordered by Providence, 
that no interview had paſſed be- 

2 tween them, after they had arrived 

at years of maturity. When Je- 


that he had no ſins to confeſs * as 


z all others had, he ſaw reaſon ſuf- 


* See 8 on St. John's s Goſ- 


| Z pel, by the Rev. Mr. Merrick, Part, II. 
pP. 50. and the Works of Dr. Jackſon, by 
_ referred to, Vol. II. p. 518, 
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Sre. VI VI. ficient to conclude, that this was 
the Chriſt; which might occaſion 


his apology, I have need to be 


_ « baptized of thee,” &c. And 


then, when Jeſus came up out of 
the water, the Spirit deſcended, 


and put the matter beyond all 


doubt. 1 ſaw, and bare record, 


that this is the Son of God.“ 
So little account did theſe two | 


wonderful perſonages make of their 


relation according to the fleſh. 
From their infancy they had not 
converſed together; and when they 


met, it was in public, that John 


might bear his teſtimony; ſoon 


after which, he was caſt into pri- 
fon, and ſaw Jeſus no more. An 
higher, more important, and du- 
rable connection, than any formed 
by chene, engaged his at- 

tention, 
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7 
tention, as it mould do that of all Ste. VI. 
Chriſt's diſciples, according to 
thoſe deep and divine ſtrains of 
St. Paul; © The love of Chriſt 


“ conſtraineth us, becauſe we thus 8 


judge, that if one died for all, 
„ then were all dead; and that he 


« died for all, that they which 


live ſhould not henceforth live 
e unto themſelves, but unto him 
„ which died for them, and roſe 
again. Wherefore henceforth 
0 00 know we no man after the fleſh, 
« yea, though we have 1 
„ Chriſt after the fleſh, yet now | 


„ henceforth know we bim no 


„more. Therefore if any man be 


ein Chriſt, he is a new creature: 


old things are paſt away; behold, 


2 all things are become new . 


9 Cor. v. 14. 
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Conf derations on the Life and Death 
Tur Baptiſt, having now lived | 
to ſee the Lord's Chriſt, and ſhew _ 
him to the world, was ready, like 
old Simeon, to depart in peace, 
and to make over his diſciples to 
a better Maſter, who would never 
leave them, nor forſake them. 
Again, the next day after, John 
( ſtood, and two of his diſciples; 
e and looking upon Jeſus as he 
„ walked, he faith, Behold the Þ 
Lamb of God.” Happy the 


Chriſtian miniſter, who, like St. 


John, lives only to point out the 

Saviour to his people. And happy 
the people, who like the two diſ- 
ciples, thereupon follow Jeſus, en- 


 __ quire where he dwelleth, enter in, 


and abide with him. 
To one of St. John's diſpoſition 
it could not but be matter of con- 

. 


Uo St. Joux the Barrisz. 


cern to find envy and jealouſy ſtir- Sec. VI. 


ring in the breaſts of his diſciples, 


on account of the increaſing fame 
of Jeſus, as being likely to eclipſe | 
_ that of their maſter. For on occa- 
ſion of a diſpute which had hap- 
pened about purification by bap- Fs 
tiſm {diſputes being ſeldom mana- 


5 ged ſo as not to produce III-will) 


they came unto John, and ſaid 
_ © unto him, Rabbi, he that was 
« with thee beyond Jordan, to 
whom thou beareſt witneſs, be- 
gold, the ſame baptizeth, and 
e all men come unto him *; inti- 
mating „that John was in Ganger 


of lofing both his credit and his 


diſciples, by means of one, whom 


ney took for a 2 like 15 


* John i ili. 05 ac. 5 


ſelves, 


— 


174 Confiderations on the Life and Death 
| Sc. VI. ſelves, as he had been baptized by 
tee ſame maſter, So ready are men, 

at every turn, to form parties in 
religion, and to ſet up their reſpec- 
tive teachers in oppoſition to each 
Fo wg the conſequences of which | 
: „ that the hearers waſte that 5 Fl 
; de in wrangling about a duty, 
which ſhould be ſpent in practi- 1 
ſing it; and the teachers, if they | 4 
have not good hearts and ſteady 4 
5 heads, preach themſelves, inſtead I 
of preaching Jeſus Chriſt, « All : 
men come to him!“ Great hath 
been the power of this argument 
to kindle the flames of emulation 
and diſſention in the church; and ti 
the diſciples of John did not doubt 
but that the conſideration would 
exdcite in him thoſe TO WR | 
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of 8. Joux the Bayrisr, 


Bur he was not inden of: ma- 


terials liable to take fire from ſuch 
a ſpark. On the contrary, a peru- 
| fal of the diſcourſe which this ad- 
:} dreſsprocured from him, is enough 
at any time to extinguiſh it, where 
itt may have fallen. He made uſe 
of the incident, to bear his laſt 
and moſt noble teſtimony to the 
power and majeſty of his Lord. 
So far was he from being offended, 


or chagrined, becauſe all men re- 


ſorted to Jeſus, that he triumphed 
in it, as his glory and his joy, as 
the very end for which he was ſent 
into the world, to preach and to 
baptize. As if he had ſaid— 
Wuv are ye jealous, and why 
do envious thoughts ariſe in your 
go” hearts! £ 


175 
- ” they felt working within hem. Sec. vI. 
ſelves. 
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Sec. VI. 
— 


hearts? Lock not to me, or to 
"any thing that is in me, but to 
| God, who made me what I am, 

placed me in the ſtation, and cal- 
led me to the office deſigned for 


me; © a man can receive,” or take 


to himſelf, © nothing, except e 
given him from above.” And 
ye know the character in which 1 

have ever acted; © Ye yourſelves 
&* bear me inet that I ſaid, I 
« am not the Chriſt, but that I 

am ſent before him,” as his meſ- _ 
ſenger and miniſter, not to aſſem- 
ble diſciples in mine own name, 
but to prepare men for him, and 
direct men to him. If therefore 


ye ſet ſo much by my authority, 


why do ye not credit my teſtimo- 
ny? To Meſſiah, not to me, the 
church is to be gathered and uni- 
= : ted 5 
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ted; and © he that hath the bride Sec. VI. 
e js the bridegroom : but the 
« friend of the bridegroom,” who z | 
| hath been honoured with a ſhare 
in bringing about ſo happy an 
event, and who, when it is brought 


about, © ſtandeth and heareth him” 


converſing with his ſpouſe, can- 
not therefore be grieved and vex- 
ed; he cannot envy the felicity of 


the bridegroom, or deſire to take 


the bride from him; but moſt aſ- 
ſuredly congratulates with him, 
and © rejoiceth greatly becauſe of 
the bridegroom's voice,” find- 
4 ing that he hath ſo well ſucceeded 


in the work in which he was em- 


ployed. This is my very caſe, 
when you come and tell me, that 
all men reſort to the perſon, of 
whom I have ſo often teſtified, that 
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1 1 | Conſuerations vn the Life and Death 


ssc. VI. he is the Chriſt ; © this my joy | 
5 e therefore is fulfilled. * I have | 
ny s greater pleaſure than to hear, 
that diſciples go from me to him. 
As the morning ſtar, I only ſhone 

to proclaim the approach of the | 
ſun, Now he is riſen, I go down,; 
he muſt increaſe, but I muſt |? 
ddecreaſe;“ he will ſhine more I 
and more unto the perfect day, 
while I ſhall fer and diſappear. | 
And reaſon good why it ſhould be | 
ſo. That which is preparatory | 
muſt give place to that which is 
Z perfective 3 a baptiſm of water | 
muſt yield to a baptiſm of fire; an 
human inſtructor muſt cede to one 
that is divine. He that is of | 
A the earth is earthly, and ſpeak- |! 
eth of the earth;” in ſpite of | 
his beſt endeavours, he will favour |! 
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of his original, and there will be Sc. VI. 
an alloy of duſt and aſhes in all 


he faith; whereas © he that cometh _ 
from heaven,” I mean the bleſ. 
| ſed perſon of whom ye are ſo 


a7 jealous, ' ce 1s above al” the chil- 


dren of Adam. When this ſun 
ſhineth in his ſtrength, every ſtar 
is obſcured; and the world will 
_ perceive. the difference between the 
diſcourſes of the Maſter and thoſe 
of the ſervant, as readily as it diſ- 
tinguiſheth the glories of the day 
from the pale luſtre and faint glim- 
mering of thoſe orbs, which ſerve 
in ſome meaſure to diſpel the dark- 
_ neſs of the night, According to 
the grace given unto me, I have 
declared the kingdom of heaven 
to be at hand; but when Meſſiah _ 
ſpeaks of that kingdom, he ſpeaks 105 
1 2 . from 
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« receiveth his teſtimony,” as he 
_ ought to do. Think not this a 
flight matter, for no one can diſ- | 
believe him, without giving God | 
the lie; © he that hath received | 
his teſtimony, hath ſet to his 

« ſeal, that God is true,” by al- 
loving the credentials of his Son, 

and acknowledging in him the ac- | 

compliſhment of what was foretold | 
by the law, by the prophets, and 
by myſelf, « For he,” the Meſ- | 
Nah, © whom God hath ſent, 
85 ſpeaketh the words of God,” 
0 and that in a different ſenſe om | 
j oo nn ns role. 


sic. VI. from his own knowlege; « what 1 
(„ he hath ſeen and heard, that ge 
e cc teſtifieth: * and yet, though 1 i | 1 
have ſaid ſo much of him, and fo | 1 
many go to hear him, no man 1 
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5 all others, who, from time to time, Sec. VI. 
have been endued with ſuch a por- — : 
tion of the divine influence as was 
meet for them; but © God giveth 
not the Spirit by meaſure unto 
ow him,“ having decreed, that in 
him ſhould all fulneſs dwell. 
For the Father loveth the Son,” 
not as he loveth any of his faithful 
| ſervants, but ſo as that © he hath. 
put all things into his hand,” 
diſpenſing glory, honour, and im- 
mortality to mankind, through - 
him alone. Be no longer envious 
and jealous, then, of his greatneſs, 
which is your ſalvation. If you 
would honour me, and at the 
ſame time ſerve your own eternal 
intereſt, receive, in few words, the 


ſum and ſubſtance of this my laſt 
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„He that believeth _ 
*Y” on the os hath everlaſting 
d life: and he that believeth not 
the Son, ſhall not ſee life; but 
é the wrath of God abideth « on 
15 > 60 him.“ | 


By this part of St. John' 8 cha- 


racter and conduct, in how pleaſing 

24 manner are the miniſters of 
Chriſt inſtructed, that they are to 

bear teſtimony to HIM, not to 


themſelves; to ſeek His glory, not 


their own; that they ſhould take 


pleaſure in the ſucceſs of their 


brethren's labours, by which the : 


_ cauſe of their common Maſter is 
promoted ; that the riſing lights of 


the church ſhould. do honour to 


_ thoſe who have gone before them, 
| and the ſiting ones rejoice to be 


outſhone = 
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outſnone by thoſe who are coming src. VI. 
after them; that envy and jea- e 
louſy, in ſhort, ought to have no 

place among the diſciples of the _ 
Lamb of God, on whom deſcended 
and abode the celeſtial Dove. 
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St. Jobn, the meſſage ſent by him 


1 NY and 16) wer: returned 5 


A pans. is he advice 


of the ſon of Sirach to every 
one who is about to ſtand forth in 


the cauſe of true religion. « My 
„ ſon, if thou come to ſerve the 


„ Lord, Prepare thy ſoul for | 


e temptation. Set thy heart aright, 


«and conſtantly endure, and make 
not haſte in time of trouble. 
28 Whatſoever is brought upon 


: * thee 


9 re — . . Han per OF — 
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« thee take cheerfully, and be . un 
. VI = 
patient when thou art changed i} 
c cto a low eſtate. For gold W--: * 


« tried in the fire, and acceptabbQe i 1 


men in the furnace of adver- = | 
e ſity “.“ The reformer will pro; 1 


ceed but a little way in his work, 0 
whoſe zeal is not backed with _ il 


942, 7" ng CCCP r * - . 


| fortitude. The apprehenſion of "iff 
1 


danger, or even the frown of 
power, will alter his ſentiments; ; 
he will fee things in a different 
point of view, and turn with every 
| blaſt of faſhion or intereſt, till 
he himſelf believes every thing, 
and his hearers, offended and con- 
: founded, believe nothing. | 
Nor ſo the Baptiſt. « What De 41 
Bo vent ye: out into the wilderneſs — 
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| winds. aig bias, . waves 
beat, in vain; one who had fixed 
his principles, and conſidered well, 
before he entered upon action; 

one who began not to build, till 

he had firſt counted the coſts; but 


who, when once he did begin, = 


would be ſure to finiſh, - 
A PERSON unacquainted with 
the world, and the tempers of it's 
children, might, perhaps, be ſur- _ 
| prized upon hearing, that a pro- 
Phet, like St. John, who ſpent his 
time in calling his fellow creatures 
to happineſs and ſalvation, and 
who coveted no man's Sold, or - 
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ſilver, or apparel, was caſt into Seer, 
priſon. But, as the wiſe man 
obſer vet, The thing which 


„ hath been is that which ſhall 
7" be, and there is nothing new 
under the ſun *.” Ahab, at the 


inſtigation of Jezebel, again thirits 
after the blood of Elijah. 


_ HeRop, the tetrarch of Galilee, 
had put away his own wife, the 
daughter of Aretas, and had mar- 
| ried Herodias, the wife of his 
| brother Philip, whom, contrary ä 


to the laws of hoſpitality as well 
as religion, he had ſeduccd, while 
a gueſt in her huſband's houſe +. 
The ſanctity and integr. ity of the 


Baptiſt had begotten, even in He— 


1 


* Eccleſ. i. 9. 


+ See Joſephus—Antiq, Lib. xvili. 
Cap. 5 
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. rod, a great veneration and reve- 
L rence for his character. 
_ « feared John, knowing that he 
« was a juſt man, and an holy, 
ce and obſerved him, and when he 
e heard him, he did many things, 
« and heard him gladly *.” 
the matter of Herodias was a ten- 
der point, on which the tetrarch 
was not diſpoſed to hear the law, 
5 my he was not diſpoſed to do 
He was determined to perſe- . | 
vere in what was wrong 


monitor to perſiſt in telling him of 
it, without reſerve. 


* Mark 1. 50. 


miſes 


Herod 


But 


„and his 


John ſaid 
„ unto him, It is not lawful for 
_ * thee to have thy brother's wife.“ 
John, who had overcome the 
world, could not, either by pro- 


5 * . 2 1 2 r 
. FC Te A e gs FEI IOEESTT N 


4 


r ² AAA ð²*Ü r . EIT Nor FATTY 


of St. Jon the BAPTIST, 


miſes or threatnings, be induced Seer. 
to recede from his duty, through = 5 
hope of temporal good, or fear e 
of temporal evil. He was there- 

fore ſoon convinced, by being car- 
ried to priſon, that Herod had no 
farther occalion for his ſervice. 
And who doth not rather wiſh to 

have been impriſoned with him, 

than to have glittered in all the 
glories of the throne of Herod ? 
Happy John, ſequeſtered once 
more from a troubleſome world, 
to converſe with God, and to me- 
ditate on that bleſſed place, and 
that bleſſed company, to which he 
was now haſtening ! 
IX this ſituation we "And: the 
thoughts of the Baptiſt employed 
not upon his own ſufferings, but 
; upon. the intereſts of his great 
Maſter, 
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Ser. 


Dd ind 


Maſter, the fame of whoſe mi- 


racles had reached the priſon, and 
oh | ſounded j in his ears. When John 
had heard in priſon the works of 
e Jeſus, he ſent two of his diſci- 
© ples #—” Thus the afflitions 
and tribulations which a Chriſtian 
muſt endure for a little ſeaſon, in 
the world, ſhould ſerve only to 
quicken his defires after his Re- 
deemer, of whoſe works, wrought 
in mercy for the children of men, 
he will often hear; and the con- 
templation of them ſhould afford 
him continual delight in the time 
of his captivity, until the day of 
his enlargement ſhall come. With 
Paul and Silas let him declare the 
glad tidings of ſalvation, and ſing 


the 
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to his perſon and miſſion. 
LE OR that this muſt have been 


John' s intention in ſending 
* is plain from the queſtion 


which they were enjoined to aſk; 


Art thou he that ſhould combs : 
bor do we look for another?” 
The Baptiſt could not propoſe this 
queſtion for his own information, 
but wy for that of his diſ- 
ciples, X 


191 
the praiſes of God in the priſon- Seer. 
houſe. Let him enquire diligently, _L 

and take every opportunity of 
hearing more particulars concern- 
ing his Saviour, as alſo of placing 5 
others in the way of information. 
So will he copy the example of 
him, who, when he heard in 
_ < priſon the works of Jeſus, ſent 
e two of his diſciples,” that they 
might be more fully inſtructed, as 
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Confiderations on the Life and Death _ 
Srer.. ciples, whoſe prejudices i in favour 
of himſelf, their firſt maſter, he 
found it fo difficult to conquer. 
What he had hitherto ſaid having 
proved inſufficient for that pur- 
poſe, he now, in compaſſion to 
their infirmity, condeſcendeth to 
have their ſcruples propounded N 
his own name; affording us there- 
by a very uſeful hint, that in order 
to inſtruct others, we ſhould abaſe 
ourſelves, and know how to be- 
come weak with thoſe that are lo. il 
For it often happens, that men 
need information upon ſome im- 
portant point, who either through 


pride or baſhfulneſs will not aſk 


it, or through paſſion and preju- 

dice will not receive it at our 
hands. In this caſe, the good, 

Which we cannot do directly, we 
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method of edifying the weak, 


without expoſing their infirmities, 
will produce in them that love and 
| confidence towards us, which, for 


"INS." 
Ez muſt contrive, if we can, to do Ser. 
indirectly, by propoſing thoſe 
queſtions ourſelves, which we 
know that others in company 
want to hear anſwered, but can- 
not bring themſelves to aſk. This 


their own ſakes, we wiſh tom to 


have. Whereas a contrary con- 


duct, by provoking and alienating 


their affections from us, may put 
it out of our power ever to be of 


ſervice to them again. 
Tu ſame charitable plan i is 
- 1 on by our Lord, who, in 
his anſwer, inſtructs the diſciples, 
by ſeeming to inſtruct their maſ- 
ter; © Go (aich he) and ell Job 
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VII. 


Confiderations on the Life and Death 
Skrer. cc what ye have ſeen and hoard, „ 
And this may ſuggeſt a reaſon, 


why Chriſtians in general ſhould 
converſe more upon religious ſub- 


jects, than they are wont to do, 


both aſking queſtions, 


And 


all his life after, for a ſeaſonable 


word ſpoken in common converſa- 
tion, which 1s often more regarded 


and attended to, than a formal 


diſcourſe from the pulpit. 


miſſion, which man is capable of 
receiving, are , evidently 
and 


Taz beſt proofs of a divine 


like Sr. 
John, and returning anſwers, like 
Chriſt, for the benefit and improve- 
ment of the by- ſtanders, who may 
need information, though the per- 
ſon to whom one immediately ad- 
dreſſeth oneſelf, ſnould not. 
many a man hath been the better, 
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of the reality of which the out- 


mies as well as friends 


 edly; and theſe miracles expreſsly 


predicted, hundreds of years be- 
forchand. Such were the proofs 
offered by Chriſt to the diſciples 


For * in that. ſame 


af John. 
hour,“ while they were preſent, 


and before their eyes, © he cured 
We many of their infirmities and 
e plagues, and of evil ſpirits, and 
* unto many that were blind he 
Then faid he unto 


„gave light. 


l them, Go your way, and tell 
has * John what things ye have ſeen 
B 7 


195 
- and inconteſtably ſuch; miracles, srer. 


VII. 
ward ſenſes, the eyes and the ears, 


are competent judges; miracles 
wrought publickly in the face of 
| the world, in the preſence of ene- 
| ; and that, 
not once, or twice, but repeat- 
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Conf derations on ; the Life and Death 


2. « and heard; "how that the blind 


— ** fee, the lame walk, the lepers 
W are cleanſed, the deaf hear, the 
« dead are raiſed, to the poor the 


« e is preached. And bleſſed 


js he e ſhall not be of- 
* fended in me.” As if he had 
5 faid ; I bear not inch of myſelf; 
-- "ny miracles bear witneſs of me. 
Only tell John what you have 
heard and ſeen, and he will teach 
you how to draw the proper infe- 
rence, Iſaiah, as he well knoweth, 
did foretell, that when Meſſiah” 
came, he would perform ſuch and 


ſuch mighty works. You your- 


ſelves are eye and ear witneſſes 


of the works done by me. Lay 


the premiſes fairly together, and 
you cannot be to ſeek for the 


concluſion. | 


Jonn 


of St. Jonx the Bayrrsr. 


Joux had engaged his repu- Stor. 
ration as a prophet, that Jeſus of 
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Nazareth, whom he baptized in 1 


Jordan, would anſwer the charac- 


ter of Meſſiah, and do the works 
predicted of him; as appears from 
John x. 39. where we read, that 
| Jeſus, having eſcaped from the 
Jews, “ went again beyond Jor- 


dan, unto the place where John 


_* at firſt baptized; and there he 
_ * abode. And many reſorted unto 
0 him, and ſaid, John did no 


miracle: but all things that 


„John ſpake of this man were 
true. And many believed on 


him there.” Malice itſelf cannot 
find reaſon to ſuſpect a colluſion, 


when prophecies and miracles thus 
unite their teſtimony, and 2 5 


Jam to be the Meſſiah, 
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VII. 


Conſi derations on the Life and Death 
Ax his word, «< the eyes of the _ 

blind were opened, and the ears 

< of the deaf unſtopped ; the lame 


" is man leaped as an hart, and the 
tongue of the dumb did ſing * ;” 


the leproſy, that foul, contagious, 


and obſtinate diſeaſe, for which ſo 


many ceremonies of purification 
were appointed by the law, was 


healed at once; 


confeſſed the almighty deliverer of 


his people. 


This, therefore, is 


He that ſhould come,” nor let 


us think of * looking for ano- 


Ii. xxxv. 3, 6, 


and the dead in 

their graves, hearing the voice of 

the ſon of man, came forth. Every 
malady and infirmity, to which 

te children of Adam were ſub- 
ject, vaniſhed at his preſence, and 


cc ther,” 5 1 
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ther,“ to open the eyes of the sger. 


underſtanding, and let in the licht . 
of heavenly knowlege upon igno- 
rant and benighted minds; to re- 


move all obſtructions, Font by 


| Intereſt, prejudice, or paſſion, and 
give us the hearing ear; to reſtore 
and invigorate the will and affec- 
tions, that we may make large ad- 
vances in the courſe of duty, and 
run with delight the way of 
God's commandments ; to looſe 
the tongues which guilt hath tied, = 
and tune them to hymns of praiſe 
and thankſgiving ; to cleanſe us, 
by his blood, from all fin, that 
leproſy which excludeth from the 


congregation of Iſrael, the camp 


of the ſaints, and the beloved city; | 
to raiſe our ſouls from death to 
N life, and « our bodies from duſt to 


glory. 7 


e 


Ster. 
5 VII. 


0 * on the Life and Death | 


glory. „We have found him - 
„„ whom Moſes in the law, and 
e the prophets did write — Rabbi, 
thou art the Son of God, thou 
bart the King of Iſrael l“! ꝰ 
TuarRRE is one particular in 
op this anſwer of Chriſt, ch. re- 
maineth yet unnoticed ; The 
poor have the Goſpel preached = 
= « unto them.” Our Lord here 
roferreth to the celebrated paſſage 
in Ifaiah, which, in the ſynagogue 
of Nazareth, he had expounded, 
and declared to be fulfilled in 
himſelf. The Spirit of the Lord 
God is upon me, becauſe he hath 
* anointed me to preach good 
e tidings,” or the Goſpel, © to 

te the-meek,” or poor; © he hath 


John i. 45, 49. 


of $. Joan the BayTIST. 


 « ſent me to proclaim liberty to Srer. 


the captives, to comfort all 


4 that mourn, to give them beauty 
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VII. 


8 | 


„for aſhes, the oil of joy for 


< mourning *,” &c. The mean- 


5 ing of all the figurative expreſſion "> 
here uſed by the prophet, is this; 
that Meſſiah ſhould, at his appear- 


ance, confer upon ſuch as were 


| diſpoſed to receive them, the two = 
great evangelical bleſſings, namely, 
remiſſion of ſins, and a participa- 


tion of the Spirit of joy and glad- 


neſs, with which God had“ anoint- 


ed him above his fellows.” The 


inauguration of Jeſus to all the 


offices of the Meſſiah, -by this 
divine unction, John had beheld, 
when, alder his Ns he ſaw 


* ile. bi. 1. 
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 Confiderations on the Life and Death 
err. the Holy Ghoſt deſcending upon 


3 


him, and thereby knew him to be 


that Rod,” or © Branch of 


e n whom eh - hed 
elfewhere foretold, that * the Spi- 


crit of the Lord ſhould reſt “.“ 
Nothing therefore could be more 
appoſite, than this part of Chriſt's 


anſwer, The poor have the Goſ- | 


00 pel preached unto them ;” the 


. full import of which, conſidered 
as referring to the Lx1* chapter of 
Iſaiah, and addreſſed to St. John, 


is as followeth—Go ſhew John 
again, that the Spirit of the Lord, 


the Spirit of wiſdom and under- 


ſtanding, the Spirit of might and 


counſel, which Iſaiah foretold 
ſhould reſt ypon the Rod INE 


3 Ini. Xl. I, 1. 


Branch 


of 4 8. Joun the Barris r. 
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Branch of Jeſſe, and which John ster. 


ſaw deſcending and abiding upon 


me, in the likeneſs of a dove, at 
4 boa, is not departed from 
The unction of the Spirit 
Vas not given me for mine own 

{ uſe; nor is it ſpent, or conſumed, 
although it hath powerfully dif- 


. 


fuſed itſelf to all about me. By it 


the poor are made rich, being in- 


ſtated in the kingdom of grace 


and of the Goſpel, and anointed 
| heirs unto the kingdom of glory. 


Hy it every contrite heart 1 is healed; 


ſuch as were ſhut up are ſet at 


liberty; ſuch as were bound are 
Iooſed; and by it the yoke of the 


oppreſſor i 18 broken „ 


* Sce the Works of Dr Jackſon, Vol. 


ii. p. 542. 
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Ster. 


VII. 
N 


Conf derations on the Life ond Death 


WT muſt not omit to mention 
the end for which, according to 
the prophet, all theſe changes 
were wrought in the converts to 
the Goſpel; That they might 
< be called Trees of Righteouf. | 
< neſs, the planting of the Lord, 


„ that he might be glorified "0 
The % Rod,” the © Branch of 
* Jefie,” the Righteous Branch 


Jof David,” were the known 
titles of the Meſſiah, or Son of 


David]; and it was his glory, while 


he lived upon earth, to make 
others, like himſelf, © Trees,” or 


Plants of Righteouſneſs,” This 


5 expreſſion, as it ſtandeth here join- 
ed with others plainly deſcriptive 
1 of evangelical benefits and com- 

forts, unfoldeth to us the true na- 
ture of thoſe wonders which Ifatah 


foretold 


of S.. Joux the Dari r 
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e Should be wrought in the Ser 


' wilderneſs, and which he hath re- 


_ preſented under fo rich a variety 


VII. 
wh, 5 


. of poetical 5 imagery ; ſuch as 5 
ſtreams of water breaking forth in 


the deſarts, cauſing them to bloſ- 
ſom as the roſe; myrtles coming 


up, inſtead of briars ; ; cedars, firs, 
and olive trees, inſtead of thorns, 


: &c. The purport | of the ſo figura- 
tive predictions appears, by the 


paſſage before us, to be this; 


that the dry and barren places of 


Judea, where John baptized, = 


preached repentance, ſhould, 


the days of the Meſſiah, bs” 


a fruitful nurſery of a new kind 
of plants, prepared for the celeſtial 


paradiſe. Theſe were men of hum- 


ble, peaceable, contrite hearts; 
ſuch as poverty and diſeaſe had 
: rendered 
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is 18 rende red thoſe who came to be 


; — 


healed by Chriſt; ſuch as the con- 
ſideration of our ſins and infir- 


mities ſhould render us all. TO 


ſuch is the Goſpel of the king- 
dom preached, and they with joy 


receive it. © Bleſſed are the poor 
in ſpirit z for theirs is the king- | 


| dom of heaven. Bleſſed are the 


„ meek ; for they ſhall inherit the 


; earth. Bleſſed are they that 5 
e mourn; for they ſhall be com- 
» forted.” 


To this beatitudes let us add 


an more, with which our Lord 


concludeth his anſwer to the queſ- 
tion aſked by John's diſciples. 


<« Bleſſed is he whoſoever is not 


« offended in me.” In other 


words—And now, bleſſed, thrice | 


bleſſed are all they, who ſhall oo 


_ conſider | 


of S. Joux the BayTIST. 
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cConſider the wonderful works done der- 


by me, as not to be offended at 
my poor and lowly appearance, 


VII. 


during the time of my humiliation 


and ſuffering here on earth; or at 


the ſeeming harſhneſs of my ſalu- 


tary doctrines to fleſh and blood, 


For I well know, that many, 


| though they have beheld me giv- 
_ fight to the blind, and vigour 
to the impotent, cleanſing lepers, 


making the deaf to hear, and raiſ- 


ing the dead to life again; yet, 


| becauſe the truths, which I deliver, 


are contrary to their intereſts, their 
pleaſures, their pride, their preju- 


dices, which they are determined 
not to quit, even for the kingdom 


of heaven; many, I ſay, will re. 
jiect what they cannot but acænow- 


"_ to de che counſel of God, 


and 
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| Sxer, 


ww 


Conf derations on the Life and Death 


and put away the word of falva- . 
tion from them. Let a man only : 


| ſuppreſs his inordinate deſires of 


things temporal, and he will be 
diſpoſed to hear what I ſhall tel! 


him of things eternal. Let him 
_ ceaſe to love the world, and he 
will ceaſe to have any objection 8 


TR the Goſpel. Let but his heart be a 


open to conviction, and when the 


| evidence hath been once fairly laid 


before him, he will never again 
aſnk the queſtion, © Art thou he 


that ſhould come, or do we look n 


ce for another! "maT 


SE C* 


of 8. Joun the Bar risr. 


SECTION v 


Confs Aeration on the eee f 
S!. To's s Death. 


Xx E. have now accompanied 8 Seer. 
# VSt. John through the ſe- 
. veral ſtages of his life. We have 


rejoiĩced with his parents and kinſ- 


209 


folk at his birth, and ſpent ſome | i 


time in contemplation with him in 


the deſarts; we have ſtood by him, 
as a preacher and a baptiſt, at the 
river Jordan, and have been made 
acquainted with the repeated teſti- 


monies born by him, at different 


times, to the Meſſiahſhip of Jeſus; 
we have heard him, like another 


Elijah, Treproving another Ahab, 


D 3 and 


2¹⁰ 


VII. 


 Confiderations o on ; the Life and Death yy 


| Seer. and have viſited him in priſon, 
where the glory of his great Maſ- 
ter, and the ſalvation of thoſe _ 
committed to his care, ſtill con- 
tinued to be the objects of his at- 
tention. It remains only, that we 
behold him paying that debt to 
nature, from which the greateſt of 
them that are born of women are 
not exempted. And here our ac- 
quaintance with him muſt end, 
till we meet him 1 in the kingdom = 
of God. Thus do ſcenes of real 
life paſs ſwiftly away, and, when 
looked back upon, appear like 
thoſe which are deſcribed within 
the compaſs of a ſmall volume 


REL 


| ike this. In the courſe of a few | 


years, the child, at whoſe birth we 


made merry, is become a man; he 


f ſickens, and dies, and We mourn | 


Þ 
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3 his funeral. Some gleams of Scer. 
ſucceſs and proſperity, perhaps, * 


brighten and adorn certain parts 
of his life, as the ſun gilds the 


edges of a dark cloud, or imprints 


upon it the ſtill more beautiful 
colours of the rainbow. But while 
we gaze, the ſun ſets, the colours 
fade, the bow vaniſhes, and « the 
place thereof knoweth it no 

« more.” 


Or prophets, as welt as of 


kings, 1t may be obſerved, that 
there is generally but a ſhort in- 


ſcterval between their impriſonment 


and their death; the enmity which 
coccaſioned one, ſeldom leaving 


them, till it have accompliſhed the 


other. And © more bitter even 
than death itſelf is the woman 


« < whoſe heart is ſnares and nets, 
8 D dz 8 706: and 
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VIII. 


: \ . 


Conſiderations on the Life and Death 5 


srer. « and her hands bands *.“ Herod 5 
had thrown John into priſon; but 
this would not ſatisfy Herodias. 
Even there ſhe heard him ſtill 
preaching upon the old text, and 
reproaching her with her crimes. 
She had a quarrel againſt him; 
OE were aun, foe faſtened upon bim, 
and would have killed him, 
e but,” for ſome time, ſhe © could 
not .“ For though Herod had 
not religion enough to produce in 
him the fear of God, he had policy 
enough to produce the fear of the 
Jews, among whom John's repu- 


tation, as a prophet, ran very high. 


Herodias, however, in her heart, 


had determined to effect her pur- 


poſe by procuring, ſooner or later, 


N the execution of him whom ſhe 


* eeleſ. vii. 26. 5 Mark vi. 10, bc. 


fealſeh 5 
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fin could not be committed with 


impunity, while John was living 
to hear of it; as if his blood would 
not cry louder than his voice had 
done; or the head of the prophet 
could enter the palace, without 
 reproving the adultery of the te- 
trarch. But an imperious Int; in 
the height of it's career, can brook. 
no obſtruction ; and were it poſ- 
| ſible, as well as neceſſary, the 
world itkelf would be blown vp. 
ä to make way for it. 
| Six being once reſolved on in 
the heart, an opportunity of com- 


mitting it is ſeldom long wanting 


and the mind is upon the Me 
to embrace the very firſt that of- 
fers. When a convenient day 
© was come, that Herod's birth 
ch E « day 
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e falſely deemed her enemy. As if Var 
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Confderation on the Life and Death | 


« day ſhould be kept, he made a 


great ſupper to his lords, high 
* captains, and chief eſtates of 
« Galilee.” It is certainly no fin 
In a prince to keep his birth day, 
or to make a great ſupper upon it. 
But how much it behoveth a man, 
at ſuch times of rejoicing, to be 
upon his guard, leſt unawares he 
be induced to ſacrifice truth and 
_ conſcience to mirth and gaiety, the 
melancholy cataſtrophe | f this = 
| banquet may ſerve to ſhew us; 
fince neither Herod, nor any of his 
gueſts imagined, when they ſate 
down to table on that fatal even- 
ing, how horribly their great ſup- Þ 
per would conclude, But fo it 
happened, that, before the night 5 
was out, a deed was done, which 
ee o all e genera- ; 
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tions the malice and cruelty of 
Herodias, with the weakneſs and 
wickedneſs of Herod ; teaching us, 
at the ſame time, that the greateſt 
of prophets and the beſt of men 
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VIII. 
— 


are not more ſecure from violence, 


than from natural death, but ra- 
ther more expoſed to it than the 
reſt of mankind, if with fidelity 
| and fortitude they execute the 5 
truſt committed to them. 


HxRODIAS, by her lawful huſ. 


e Philip, had a daughter 
| named Salome, who condeſcended 

to grace the feſtivity by dancing 

before the company, in a manner 
which “ pleaſed Herod, and them 
c that ſat with him.” A pious 
 prelate of our church, in his con- 
ſtemplations on this occurrence, 
7 obſerves, that © dancing, in itſelf, 
| ry 
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zer. « as it is a ſet, regular, harmo- 
e nious, graceful motion of the 
body, cannot be unlawful, any 
more than walking, or running.” _ 
We may add, that it hath in all 
ages and nations been one way, and 
that a natural one, of expreſſing | 
an uncemmon degree of Joy and 
gladneſs; on which account it was 
5 adopted into the number of reli 
gious ceremonies formerly enjoined 
to be obſerved by the people of 
God. But for a young lady to 
appear, as a dancer, before Herod 
and his © lords, high captains, 
and chief eſtates of Galilee,” | 
5 probably, when they were well 


warmed with wine, became only 


the daughter of an Herodias, edu- 


cated by her own mother. 


HERO, quite overcome and 119 
i thrown off his guard by Salome's | 
Pere | 


. 
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: performance, makes her a fooliſh Sger. 
_ promiſe ; and, as if that was not — A 
enough, confirms it with a ran 
oath ; © Whatſoever thou ſhalt aſk 
of me, I will give it thee, to the 
< half of my kingdom.” A very 
| handſome recompence, one would 
think, for a dance! But it will a- 
pear preſently, that the king had 
not offered enough. Half his king- 
dom vould not do. Something was 
required more valuable than the 
whole of it, had it extended from 
Judea, quite round the globe. 
Nothing would ſatisfy, but his 
Honour, his conſcience, his ſoul; 
the price which ſin never fails oy | 
aſk ! The glorious golden oppor- 
unity of revenge was not to be 
| Joſt. Herodias is conſulted by her 


JT. daughter, and lo, the ſoft, tender, 


E 3 delicate 
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delicate Salome reenters, all athirſt = 

for blood—*< Give me in a char- | 
_ ® over the head of John the Bap- ; 

” tilt; ;” of a prophet ; of a per- 
fon whom thou knoweſt to be 

* Innocent, holy, upright. Make me 
this ſacrifice, and 1 am content. 
; With ſuch eagerneſs and ſagacity 
does © the adultereſs hunt for the 


25 precious life?! 


Bab as Herod was, the petition | 
of Salome at firſt ; ſhocked him. 
The king was ſorry.” He 

thought of John's character, the 
atrociouſneſs of the murder, and 
the opinion which the world would 
entertain of the murderer. But the 
tide, which had ebbed, ſoon flow- 

ed again, and obliterated, in a 
moment, what had been written 
on the ſand, during it's Tecels. 
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The love of Herodias, the addreſs 
of Salome, the feſtivity of the 
ſeaſon, and the preſence of the 
lords and high captains,“ who 
had been witneſſes of the promiſe, 
and might poſſibly approve the 
5 propoſal; all theſe circumſtances 
on the ſide of the temptation pre- 
vailed. And perhaps, Herod, up- 
on recollection, might think that 
btehe ſuppoſed obligation of his oath 
| would afford Nik a better excuſe 
than he ſhould ever be maſter of 
again, for complying with the im- 
portunity of Herodias, and taking 
off a monitor troubleſome to them 
both. For his oath's ſake, and 
for their ſakes which fat with 


him, he would not reject her.” 


8 Thus, if any extraordinary wick- 
edneſs i 18 to be tranſacted, religion 
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Ee EC muſt 
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cker. muſt be winde a cover for 1 it. | OY 


. if wrong became right, when acted 
0 in the name of God; and it were 


more acceptable in his ſight, to 
maſſacre a prophet, than to re- 
pent of a raſh oath made to a 

fooliſh girl, at a drunken enter- © 
8 tainment. . 


TAE Baptiſts fs volt thus 


determined, immediately the 
« king ſent an executioner, and _ 
. commanded his head to be 


brought: and he went and be- 
headed him in the priſon.“ This 
deed of darkneſs muſt have been 


done in the ſeaſon proper for it, 
the middle of the night, and St. 


John was probably awakened, to 
receive his ſentence, out of that 


ſlcep, which truth and innocence _ 
"Gan: ſecure to their Poſſeſſor, 1 


= 
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mankind have reaſon enough to 


deprecate a ſudden death, leſt it 


"We 


- any fituation, The generality of Seer, 


e 


ſhould ſurprize them in one of 


e many unguarded hours. But 

to St. John no hour could be 
ſuch. He had finiſhed the work 
| which God had given him to do. 


He had kept the faith, and pre. EE 


ſerved a conſcience void of of- 


8 fence. He had done his duty, and 


waited daily and hourly, we may 


be ſure, for his departure. He 


was now, therefore, called off 


from his ſtation with honour, to 


5 quit the well-fought field for the 
palace of the Great King; to re- 


freſn himſelf, after the duſt, and 


doil, and heat of the day, by 


bathing in the fountain of life 


1 and immortality ; to exchange his 


blood- 


"Tags derations on the Life and Death : 


Ser. blood- Rained armour for A robe 85 
— of glory, and to have his tempo- 
rary labours rewarded with eter- 
nal reſt; to ſit down with Abra- 


ham, and Ifaac, and Jacob, in 


the kingdom of God; and, as the 
Friend of the Bridegroom, to en- 
ter into the Joy of his Lord. From 
the darkneſs and confinement of--- 
a priſon he paſſed to the liberty 
5 3 light of heaven; and while 
malice was gratified with a ſight 
of his head, and his body Was 
carried by a few friends in ſilence 
to the grave, his immortal ſpirit 
repaired to a court, where no He- 
rod deſires to have his brother's 
wife; where no Herodias thirſts 
after the blood of a prophet; 
where he who hath laboured, with 
ſincerity and diligence, in the work 


5 
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of reformation, is fore to be well Leer. 

* received; where holineſs, zeal, and — 

f conſtancy % are crowned and . 
ͤceive palms from the Son of 
God, whom and confeſſed in 


Fo 0 * the world * 2 1 


9 SOT AGE ˙ Tok ities Dd Rec a L 
r ESSE yr. 


hn. . 80 ſinks the 4 in ks ocean TY 
And yet anon uprears his drooping head, jo 
And tricks his beams, and with new ſpangled ore, 


ANY 


Flames in the forehead of the morning kky— 

| He hears the unexpreſſive nuptial ſong 8 
In the bleſt kingdoms meek of joy and love. 
There entertain him all the ſaints above, 

In ſolemn troops, and ſweet ſocieties, 

That ſing, and ſinging in their glory move, 
And wipe the tears for ever from oe. eyes. 
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